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The 18th of the Month ScaEval., i in 
the Year of the NIC GTRA $37. 


H OU delight of every eye! 
1 Thou plague of every heart! 
Thou intellectual light! I proſtrate 
myſelf before thee, not becauſe it is 
very rare to ſee thee out of the ſerag- 
io, and when thou art, that thou 
walkeſt only on the carpets of Iran, 
or on beds of roſes: I preſent you 
aA 
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with a tranſlation of che perfor- 
mance of an antient ſage, who being 
To happy as to have an independant 
fortune; amuſed himſelf with writing 

the Hiſtory of Zap1s; a work con- | 


taining more inſtruction than proba- 
bly you may at firſt imagine. I in- 
treat you to peruſe it, and then de- 
clare your opinion of it: for notwith- 
ſanding you are in the prime of your 
lite; though every pleaſure courts 
you; though you are the moſt hand- 
ſome of women, and are poſſeſſed of 
internal qualities equal to your beau- 
ty; though mankind are inceſſantly 
5 reſounding your praiſes, and conſe- 
quently you muſt have a juſt title to 
à degrec of underſtanding ſuperior to 


DEDICATION: 


any of the reſt of your ſex; yet your 
wit 1s not in the leaſt flaſhy; your 


taſte is refined, and I have had the 
honour to hear you talk more learn- 
edly than the moſt intelligent Der- 


vie, with his venerable beard, and 


pointed cap. IT hough diſcreet, yet 
you are not miſtruſtful; you are ea- 
ſy, but not weak; you are beneficent 
with diſcretion; you are fond of your 


friends, and create yourſelf no ene- 


mies. Detraction adds not any grace 
to your moſt ſprightly flights; a miſ- 


becoming word is never heard to pro- 
ceed from your lips; you hate to do 
an ill natured action, though it is con- 


ſtantly In your power. In ſhort, y our 
perſon is ſpotleſs, and your ſoul is 


* 
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not leſs ſo. As you have alſo a little 


fund of philoſophy, I flatter myſelf 


that you will find more pleaſure in pe- 
ruſing this work than any other lady 


of your quality would do. 


Tux author of it was a Chaldean, 
with whoſe language you and I are 
not acquainted. The Sultan Ouloug- 
Beg cauſcd it to be tranſlated into A- 
rabic, for his own amuſement. It was 


firſt publiſhed when the Arabian and 
Perfian tales of a thouſand and one 
days, and a thouſand and one nights, 


and ſuch-hke performances were ſo 
much admired: But this Sultan gave 
the preference to the Hiſtory of 'Za- 
516. His miſtreſſes were fonder of 
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the former. How can you, cried the 
learned Ouloug, be ſo partial as to pre- 
fer a collection of tales, void of the. 
leaſt entertainment, to a performance 
replete with inſtruction and amuſe- 
ment? The more fooliſh they are, re- 


plied the Sultanas, the more they are 


admired; and the leſs their merit, the 
more are they commended. 


ol ARDENTLY hope, thou patroneſs 
of wiſdom, that thou wilt act the re- 
verſe of thoſe fooliſh Sultanas, and. 
corroborate the opinion of Ouloug. I 
likewiſe flatter myſelf, that when you 


are tired with the converſation of ſuch 


as are fond of the above ridiculous 
ſtories, you will deign to liſten a little 


"DEDICATION. 
to the dictates of ſolid ſenſe. If you 
had been ſo fortunate as to have been 
 Thaleſtris in the days of Scander, ſon 
of Philip; or Queen Sheba, in Solo- 


mon's reign, thoſe ſovereigns would 


have thought it an honour to have 
waited upon you. 


Ir is my conſtant prayer, chat you 
ä may enjoy uninterrupted pleaſure; ; 
that your charms may be everlaſting; 
and that your happineſs may know 
no end! | 
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| APPROBATION. 


HA I, who have hereunto ſet 

my name, might be reckoned a 

learned and ſenſible man, I have read 

this manuſcript, which I find, to my 

no ſmall mortification, vaſtly enter- 

taining, moral, and philoſophical, and 

with which even they will be pleaſed 

who hate all romances. I have there- 

tore depreciated it, as it deſerves, and 
have plainly told the Cadi-Leſquier that 

it is an abominable work. © 2.50 
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URING . Moabdar 85 
reign, there was at Ba- 
 bylon 2 young man, Za- 
'DIG by name, naturally 

46 dba with an excellent genius, 
A 


2 V 
Which was improved by a good edu- 


cation. Although he was rich and 


young, he knew how to moderate his 
paſſions; he was not the leaſt affected; 
he did not always himſelf adhere to 
the ſtricteſt rules of reaſon, and knew 
how to reſpect the foibles of other 
men. Every one was amazed to find, 
that although he was ſo witty, he ne- 
Ver mms nor 8 any of Way 6 com- 
Which was ſo noiſy and confuſed, ſo 
vague and empty; for thoſe raſh re- 
flexions, thoſe ignorant deciſions, and 
thoſe fooliſh jokes; and, in fine, for 
that flow of inſignificant words, which 
in Babylon they called polite converſa- 
tion. By reading the firſt book of 
: Zoroafter, he learned, that being in love 
with one's-ſelf is like a full blown blad- 
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der, which diſcharges a kind of a pet- 
ty tempeſt, when it is once pricked. 


Zadig, eſpecially, never boaſted of his 
deſpiſing the fair ſex, or of his eaſily 


making conqueſts among them. He 


was generous, and was not afraid of 


obliging even the ungrateful; follow- 


ing that wiſe precept of Zoroaſter : 
When you eat, give the dogs that are un- 
der the table a morſel, leſt they bite 

you. He was alſo as wiſe as it was poſ- 
ſible for man to be, for he was fond 
of the company of none but ſenſible 

men. He was well inſtructed in the 
ſciences of the antient Chaldeans, and 

was not ignorant of the principles of 
natural philoſophy which were then 
known: and underſtood as much of 
metaphyſicks as any that have lived 
after him; that i is to ſay, he knew ve- 
14 2 
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ry little about it. He was firmly per- 
ſuaded that the year conſiſted of 365 
days and a half, notwithſtanding it 
was quite oppoſite to the new philo- 
ſophy of the time he lived in; and 
that the ſun was in the centre of 
the earth; and when the principal 
Magi told him with an infulting air, 
that he maintained wrong ſentiments, 
and that he was an enemy to the 
ſtate, for thinking that the ſan ſhould 
turn round its own axis; and that the 
year conſiſted of twelve months, he 
remained filent, without being .the 
leaſt out of humour. 


f 8 Ladig was very rich, and in 
courſe had 2 number of friends; and 
as he was bleſſed with a ſtrong conſti - 

tution, an amiable figure, a. juſt and 
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_ Fable perſon in all Babylon. 0 
ſincerely attached to her, and Semira 


them, vw 


1 - 


* 


Semira, whoſe beauty, family, and for. 
tune, cauſed her to be the moſt deſ- 


Had as great a regard for him. The for- 


tunate time hich was to have united 
was at no great diſtance, when, 


as they were Walking together to- 


wards one of the gates of Babylon, un- 
der ſome palm- trees, which ornament- 
ed the banks of the Eupbrates, they 
Saw ſomet men coming toward them, | 


armed with bows and arrows. . They 


were the guards of young Orcan, ne- 


phew to a miniſter of ſtate, whom the 


Hatterers' of his uncle had made be- 


3 


FC 
moderate wit, and a heart ſincere and 
noble, he thought that in ſome mea- 
fare he was perfectly happy. He re- 
ſolved to marry a young lady called 


He was 


. 
lieve that every thing was permitted 
him. He had none of the graces nor 
virtues of Zadig, but thinking that he 
had more power, he was enraged at 
not being preferred before him. This 
jealouſy, which proceeded only from 
vanity, made him think that he loved 
Semira to diſtraction, and made him 
reſolve to take her from his rival by 
force. The raviſhers ſeized her, and 
in the tranfport of their violence 
wounded her, and made a fair lady 
bleed, the very fight of whom would 
have ſoftened the tygers of mount 7- 
maiis. She rent the very heavens with 
her complaints. Where is my dear 
huſband 2? ſhe exclaimed.” They have 
torn me from the arms of him whom 
I adore. She thought not of the dan- 
ger ſhe was expoſed to, but only of that 
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of her dear Zadig. At the ſame time, 


he defended her like a lover, and a 
man of courage. Aſſiſted only by two 


Ala ves, he put the Taviſhers to flight, 
and conducted Semira home to her 


own houſe all bloody, and in fainting 


fits. As ſoon as ſhe came to herſelf, 
thefaid, O Zadig, I love thee as if thou 
wert my hufband. I regard thee as 
the perſon to whom I owe my honour 
and my life. Never was there a heart 


more deeply penetrated than that of 


Semira. Never did the lips of the fair- 
eſt creature living utter more raviſhing 


ſounds; never did the moſt enamoured 


lady breathe ſuch tender ſentiments 
of love and gratitude for his ſignal ſer- 
vice; in ſhort, never did the tendereſt 
bride expreſs ſuch tranſports of joy 
for the Moſt beloved huſband. She 

4 4 
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had been but flightly hurt, and in 
a few days was quite well again. Zadig 
had been dangerouſly wounded: one 


-of his eyes had been grazed by an 
arrow, and the orifice was deep. 'The 
enamoured fair one was continually 


deſeeching the powers above to reſtore 


her beloved Zadig. The briny flood 
inceſſantly. poured from her eyes. 
How impatient was ſhe for the bleſſed 
moment, when thoſe of Zadig might 
dart their flames upon her! but alas! 


the wounded eye became ſo ſwelled 


and inſlamed, that it perfectly diſtract- 

ed her. She ordered the celebrated 

Hermes, à phyſician at Memphis, to be 
called. He was not long in appear- 


ing, with a; numerous retinue; and 


upon his firſt vifit he declared, that it 
Was impofſible to ſave the wounded 
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eye: He eben named the very day 
and hour when this unhappy event ; 
would come to paſs. I do not in the 
leaſt doubt but I ſhould have wrought 


a cure, cried that great man, had it 


beentthe right eye; but as it is, all 


mortal aid is vain. All the city be- 
wailed the hard fate of Zadig, and 


yet at the ſame time they could not 
avoid admiring the ſurprizing penetra- 
tion of the phyſician. The impoſthume 


broke in two days without any appli- 


cation, and Zadig preſently recovered. 
Upon this, Hermes publied a very 


long and elaborate treatiſe, thereby 


ſetting forth, that his wound ought - 
not to have been healed.” Zadi g how- 
ever was never at the trouble to read 


his learned lucubrations; but, as ſoon 
as he was able to go abroad, reſolved 


10 1 „ 

to wait upon the lady who had inte- 
_ Teſted herſelf ſo much in his welfare, 
and for whoſe ſake alone he wiſhed 
for the recovery of his ſight. Upon 
enquiry, he was told that Semira had 
been three days in the country; and 
- moreover learnt, that, having concei- 
ved a great averſion to a man with 
but one eye, ſhe was that night going 
to preſent her hand to Orcan. Zadig 
wasquiteconfoundedat this unexpect- 
ed news, and tookit ſomuch to heart, 
that in a little time he became a per- 
fect ſkeleton, pining away with grief. 
However, reflexion again re- aſſuming 
her ſeat in his mind, he overcame his 
diſtemper: and his recovery was not 
a little forwarded by the acuteneſs of 
the pain he underwent. 


2 A: D. L G. 1 4 
As 1 . been ſo baſely treated by 


a fantaſtical court. lady, cried he, I 


Wal no longer look to that quarter, 
but pay my addreſſes to ſome wealthy 
citizen's daughter. Accordingly he 
made choice of a well-bred young lady, 


Azora by name, who was an admirable 


Bo oeconomuit, and would be heireſs of an 
immenſe fortune. 


Nor lon g after they were married, 
and paſſed the firſt month with as 
much happineſs as it is poſſible to ar- 
rive at in this ſublunary world; but 
in a ſhort time he perceived that ſhe 
was a little coquettiſh, and of opinion, 


that the moſt virtuous people, and the 


greateſt wits, were the genteel and 
2 young fellows. 
A 6 
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7 ORA one day returning "IO 
taking the freſh air, became 
very ill natured, and ſwelled with in- 
vectives. Zadig was not a little ſur- 


prized at this, aud cried, My dear, 
what 1 is the reaſon of this tumult in 


| your breaſt? and wherefore 82 tens 


warmexclamations! Alas! replied ſhe, 
had you beheld the ſcene of female 


. falſhood I did yeſterday, you would 


have been as much vexed as I am. You 
muſt know that I paid a viſit to the 
] diſconſolate widow Coſrou, who has 

been theſe two days erecting a monu- 


C . 
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ment to the memory of her youthful | 
huſband Who died lately, near the 
ſtream that runs on one ſide of her | 
meadow. - In the. midſt; of her forrow 
ſhe ſolemnly declared, that ſhe would 
always remain at his tomb. fo long as 
that rivulet took its uſual courſe. Re- 
ally, {aid Zadig, I can ſee nothing in 
all this that ſhe has done amiſs. Is it 
not a certain mark of her great merit 
and conjugal love? But if you knew, 
ſaid Azora, how her thoughts were em- 
ployed when I waited upon her, you 
would never forgive her. Pray tell 
me then, ſaid Zadig, What ſhe was a- 
bout. Why, replied. Agora, ſhe. Was 
ſtudying how the current of the river 
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his wife 8 invectives againſt the young 


widow; and, in ſhort, the hatangued 


ſo long, that he began to have no great 
opinion of her too · affected vain ſhew 


of virtue. Zadig had an intimate friend, 


a called Cador, whoſe wife was very ho- 


neſt, and in reality loved her huſband 


more than all the world beſides: this 
friend Zadig made his confident, and 
bound him to keep a project of his 2 
profound ſecret, by a promiſe of ſome 
valuable token of his regard. Agora 


had been abroad two days in the coun- 
try paying a viſit to a female friend, 


and on the third Was returning home. 


However, as ſoon as ſhe approached 
near the houſe, the ſervants ran to 


meet her, and informed her, with tears 
in their eyes, that their maſter had di. 


ed ſuddenly the * night; that 


1 % i 


they thought it improper to carry her 
the melancholy news, but were going 


do inter him in the family burying- 


place at the bottom of the garden. She 
wept bitterly, tore her hair, and vow- 


ed not long to ſurvive him. At night, 


young Cador came, and begged to be 
introduced to the widow. He was ſo, 
and they kept each other company in 
bewailing Zadig's unhappy- fate. The 
day following ſhe became more com- 
poſed, and they dined together; Cador 


told her, that his friend had left him 


the moſt conſiderable part of his effects, 
at the ſame time declaring, that he 
ſhould think himſelf the happieſt of 
mortals if ſhe would honour him with 
her hand for the remainder of her life. 
The widow wept, ſobbed, and began 

to melt. More time was ſpent at ſup- 
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per than at dinner. They dect lets 


reſerved” in their converſation. Aora 


greatly praiſed Zadig: but tlien, it was 
true, ſue ſaid; he had Tome ſecret infir- 


mities of which Cador was free. Du- 
ring their midnight entertainment, Ca- 
dor ſuddenly complained" that he was 
ſeized with a moſt violent plenretic fit, 


and was ready to faint. This gave A- | 


Zora great concern, „and the immedi- 
1 few to her cloſet of cordials, 
"me brought down every ching ihe 

ought could be of : any ſervice to him 
in his diſorder. | She was very ſorry 
;- that the celebrated Hermes was return- 
ed to Memphis, and condeſcended to 
apply her warm hand to the part affect- 
ed, in which he felt ſuch excruciating 
pain. Are you often afflicted” with 
this dreadful diſtemper, Sir, faid ſhe, 
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in a ſoft, languiſhing tone? Tam ſome 
times ſo violently handled by it, Ma- 


: dam, faid Cador, that Iam almoſt at the 


point of death; and there is but one 
thing can infallibly cure me, which 


is, the application of a dead man's noſe 


to the part affected. That is a droll 
remedy indeed faid Azora. It is not 


more ſingular, Madam, than the never- 


failng apopleRic necklaces of the wed 
brated Ar 0j '! 
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(oo. A Gino doctor, called Arnou, lived: at 
this time at Babylon, who, by {mall neckla- 
ces that he made the perſons aſſlicked with a- 
poplectic fits wear, cured them, and prevent- 
ed them from affecting bis patients, as was 
often advertiſed 3 in the newspapers. CY 
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with Cador s perſonal merit, determi- 
ned Azora in his favour. When my 
huſband, ſaid ſhe, is going to croſs the 
bridge Tchimavar, from this world of 
yeſterday, to the other of to-morrow, 
do you think the angel 4/-ae! will ob- 
ject to his paſſage, ſhould his noſe prove 
not ſo long in the next world. as it 
was in this? At length, ſhe refolved 
upon it, and taking A ſharp razor, 
went immediately to the tomb of her | 1 
ſpouſe, which ſhe at firſt watered with 
her tears, and then ſet about per form- 
ing the innocent operation, as he lay Wis 
extended breathleſs, as ſhe imagined, v 
in his coffin. Zadig ſuddenly ſtarted BY, 
up; and ſecuring his noſe with one I 
hand, laid hold of the inciſion-Kknife gg 
with the other. How could you, Ma- 
dam, cried he, exclaim againſt the wi- 
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dow Go ou? Her ſcheme of changing 
the courſe of the river was not half ſo 
cloſe laid as yours of SR off my 
noſe. 


G. "SY $ N ES *. e 
e 


The Do's and the Hoxs E. 
7 ADIG aon experienced the truth 
of the ſaying in the book of 
Zend, that the firſt month after marriage | 
y ishoney- moon, but the ſecond all worm 
d, Ewood. His wife, in ſhort, became ſuch 
d a ſcold, that he was obliged to fue for 
ne Wa bill of divorce, and to feek his con- 
fe ¶ſolation for the future in the contem- 
plation and ſtudy of nature. Who a- 
mongſt the race of man is happier than 
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* the philoſopher, who minutely and 
with underſtanding reads that valua- | 
5 ble book which the Creator of heaven 
and earth has diſplayed before him! 
He reaps great advantage from the 
[| truths he diſcovers there; and thereby 
1 _  cultivates and improves his mind. He 
phaſſes his days quietly, and fears no- 
1 body; nor does he dread that his noſe 
will be eee an affectionate and 

22 Lender wife. e ee 
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Fossrssro with theſe otiahits; b het! 
a went to live in a ſraall conntry- -houſe, 1" 

on the banks of the Euphrates; H thereſſſte 
'4 he did not fatigue himſelf with calcu- IN 
| ; lating how- many inches of water run 
1 through the arch of 4 bridge i in a ſe 
concdꝭ of time, or in enquiring if a cube 
i line of rain falls more in the mouſe 
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month; chan in that of the ram. He" 

laid no ſchemes for making ilk-gloves- | 
and ſtockin gs out of eee nor 
I china- ware out of broken glaſs- bot- 
tles; but he contemplated the nature 
and properties of animals and plants, 
and ere long, by his exact and repeat- 

ed enquiries, he diſcerned numberleſs. 
variations in vilible objects, that others, 
not ſo en, e to be all e ) 


ot | 


© nn ING one tis by: the ſide of a 
hell thicket, he ſaw one of the Queen's eu- 
e, nuchs, with a great number of his at- 
ereltendants, advancing towards him, 
cu. hunting about, very much concerned, 
-unfland ſeeking, with impatience, for 
PR ſomething loſt of the utmoſt - impor- 
Stance. Pray, friend, ſaid the Queen's 
chief eunuch to him, did you ſec her 


7 Majeſty's dog oak by this BP You 
meanher bitch, Ipreſume, replied Za- 
dig very coolly. Yes, Sir, ſaid the eu- 
nuch, it is really a ſpaniet-bitch. She 
is not very large, replied Zadig, and 
not long fince had puppies too; ſhe is 
_ alſo alittle lame in her left fore-foot, 

and her ears are long. You give ſo ex- 


act a deſcription of her, Sir, ſaid the 
; eunuch almoſt out of breath, that you. 


undoubtedly have ſeen her. Really, 
anſwered Zadig, Idid not, neither knew 


I-that the Queen had fuch E favourite 


bitch, 615 Lo told me. 


0 hw NG this converſation (ſowon- 


derful are the turns of fortune l) his 


Majeſty's moſt famous palfrey had 
| broken looſe from the groom, and got 


L' AD41'6-. ug 
gent ſearch was made for kim ! in eve- 
ty corner by the principal huntſman, 
ind all his inferior officers, with as 
much concern as the eunuch about the 
bitch. The huntſman enquired at Za- 
dig, if he had ſeen the King's beſt pal- 
„ trey run by him. A ſmoother gallop, 
anſwered Zadig, never had any horſe; 
e Ihe is about five foot high, and has ve- 

ry ſmall hoofs; his tail is about three 
„ foot ſix inches in length; the ſtuds of 
his bit are of pure gold, weighing a- 
bout twenty-three carats; and he has 
ſilver ſhoes, about eleven penny-weight 
a- piece. Pray, Sir, ſaid the huntiman, 
chat road did he take? Where is he 
to be found? I never ſaw him, replied 
adig, nor did I know before this mo- 
ot ment that the King had ſuch a horſe, 


both the bitch and palfrey; and ac- 
cordingly they ſecured him, and carri- 


This judge ordered Zadig to receive 
the puniſhment of the Knout, and to 


% 
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. the hand aneh and huntſ- 
man heard their interrogatories anſwer- 
ed ſo very exactly, they made not the 
leaſt doubt but that Zadig had ſtolen 


ed him before the grand Deſterham. 


be baniſhed during the remainder of his 
life to ſome uninhabited and wild part 
of Siberia. The ſentence was hardly 
pronounced, before the horſe and dog! 
were both found. So rem arkable an af .- 


} 
fair greatly perplexed the judges; how - 
ever, they thought it abſolutely neceſſa- t 


ry, as the man Was innocent, to recall 
their decree; but they fined him four 
hundred ounces of gold, for his falſe de- 
Chration of his not having ſeen, what 


S Go af of 


3 
* 


andoubtedty he did: and the ſine was 


cordingly: on the payment whereof 


- hearing before the grand Deſterham. 


to himſelf, and thus addreſſed the auguſt 
18 1 80 15 


ns Vx W ſtars of juſtice, ye pro- 
os found abyſs. of univerſal knowledge; 
af. ye mirrors of equity, who poſſeſs the 
W. folidity of lead, the hardneſs of ſteel, 
la · ¶ che luſtre of diamonds, and the reſem - 


all blance of the moſt refined gold! Since 
| ye have deigned to ſuffer me to ſpeak 


before ſo wiſe an audience, There moſt 


8 


' 
F 
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ordered to be depoſited in court. ac- 


he had liberty to bring his cauſe to a 


„ Wuarx the day appointed for that 
e purpoſe arrived, he opened the cauſe 
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mades to witneſs, that I never ſaw the 
valuable bitch of the Queen, nor the 
noble palfrey of the King of Kings. 
However, I will ingenuouſly declare | 
to you the truth, and nothing but the 
truth. Accidentally walking by the 
ſide of the thicket where I was accoſt- 
ed by the Queen's moſt venerable chief 
eunuch and the King's moſt illuſtrious 
chief huntſman, I obſerved the foot- 
ſteps of an animal upon the ſand, from | 
which I naturally concluded that it 
was a ſmall one. The ſeveral little 
though long ridges of land between 
the footſteps of the creature, gave me 
juſt grounds to think it was a bitch 
Whole teats hung down; and for that 
reaſon I imagined it was not long 
ſince ſhe whelped. Beſides the afore- 
mentioned traces, I alſo perceived ſome 


f 
# 
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that were different, which ſeemed to 
have grazed all the way upon the ſur- 
face of the ſand, on the fide of the 
fore · feet; and theſe I plainly ſaw could 
be made by nothing but her long ears. 
And I likewiſe diſcerned, with ſome 
degree of curioſity, that the ſand was 


every where leſs hollowed by one foot 
in particular, than by the other three, 


which made me conclude that her Ma- 


jeſty's famous bitch was lame in that 


foot, if I may be ſo bold as to fay ſo. 


Ixus now beg leave to inform you 


of the palfrey of the King of Kings. 


Walking down the lane by the thic- 
ket ſide, I paid particular attention to 
the prints of a horſe's ſhoes, which I 
ſaw upon the ſand; and found that 


their diſtances were in exact propor- 
— W2 
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tion; from whence I concluded, that 
the palfrey galloped well. In the next. 
place, the duſt of ſome trees in a nar- 
row lane, which was but ſeven foot 
broad, was here and there ſwept off, 
on both ſides, about three foot and a 
half from the middle of the road: by 
which means I found that the tail of 
the palfrey was of the ſize I have men- 
tioned, he having whiſked off the duſt 
on both ſides as he ran along. Again, 
I beheld under the trees, which for- 
med a kind of alley, five feet in height, 
ſome leaves that had been lately fal- 
len on the ground, and I was certain 
nothing but the palfrey had ſwept 
them off; which made me naturally 
conjecture that he was five foot high. 
L was.certain that the bits of his bri- 
dle were gold, and of the value I men- 
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ROTTEN for he had rubbed the ſtuds 
upon a certain ſtone, which I knew 
to be a touch-ſtone, by an experiment 
that I had made of it. In fine, I con- 
cluded that his ſhoes were filver, and 
of eleven penny- weight fineneſs, as 1 
before mentioned, from the prints 
which they left upon ſome flint ſtones 
of another nature. 
# 
| api having given ſuch evident 
proofs of his nice diſcernment, the 
whole judges ſtood amazed. Their 
Maj eſties were ſoon informed of what 
had paſſed. Zadig was not only the 
general topic at court; but his name 
was mentioned with the utmoſt vene- 
ration in the King's chamber, and his 
privy-council. Several of the Magi 
were of opinion that he was a ſorcerer, 
5 3 


1 
and ſhould be burnt ; but the King 
thought proper, that the fine he had 
depoſited in court ſhould be immedi- 
ately reſtored to him. Agreeable to 
his Majeſty's commands, the clerk of 
the court, the tipſtaffs, and other pet- 
ty officers, waited on Zadig in their 
proper habits, to refufid the four hun- 
dred ounces of gold; modeſtly reſer- 
ving only three hundred and ninety 
ounces, to defray the fees of the court, 
and other expences. The domeſticks 
alſo, in hopes of ſome ſmall conſidera- 
tion, came ſwarming about him. 


Deo winding up of the bottom, | 
Zadig found that it was very dange- 
rous to be over-wiſe; and reſolved for 


the future ſtrictly to guard his lips. 


to be paid them. 


PAY DV i 
- His reſolution was ſoon put to the 
teſt. A priſoner of ſtate having made 
his eſcape, and paſſed under the win- 
dow of Zadig's houſe, he was exami- 
ned thereupon, but would not ſay a 


word. It being, however, plainly pro- 


ved upon him, that he did look out of 


the window at that very time, he was 


lined five hundred ounces of gold for 
that miſdemeanour; and, beſides, was 
obliged to thank the court for their 


indulgence; a compliment always ex- 


pected by the magiſtrates of Babylon 
Heavens! ſaid he 
to himſelf, have I not juſt cauſe to 


complain, that my unlucky ſtars ſhould 


direct me to walk by the ſide of a thick- 


et, where the dog and horſe of their 


Majeſties ſhould accidentally paſs by? 


With what dangerous confequences 


$4 


= 2 * LG 
is the looking out ofone! s window at- 
tended! And, in ſhort, how difficult 


jszit for man to bene this ſub- 
| Land Sarah nn, 


eee. eee 
CHAP. IV. . 
"The Exviobs Nav. en aun. 


W-4 41G having met FORD fuck x A 
£#-4- ſeries of misfortunes,. reſolved 
to eaſe the weight of them by the ſtu- 
dy of philoſophy; and the agreeable 
company of a few intimate friends; 
He fall had a ſmall houſe'i in che ſub- 
urs of Babylon, very genteelly furniſh. 
ed; where every artiſt met with! a fa- 
vaurable reception, and herein he en · 
Jjoyed all che rational edu ate 


C 5 


virtuous man could deſire. His libra- 


learned, who had free acceſs thither ; 


nions ſurrounded his table; but he 
preſently, found! how dangerous it was 
to Keep, company with learned men. 
A warm diſpute aroſe about a certain 


law of Zoroaſier, in which griffins were - 


prohibited. to be eaten. But where- 
fore that prohibition, faid ſome of the 


company, ſince there never was ſuch. 


an animal? Others again inſiſted that 
there was, otherwiſe Zoroaſter would 
never have been ſo fooliſh as to give 
his diſciples ſuch a caution. To put 


an end to this affair, Zadig thus addreſt 
them: Gentlemen, if there really are 


ſuch creatures, let us never touch them, 


and if there are not, it is very certain 
Bs 


ry was every morning filled with the 


and at night the moſt chearful compa- 


— 
. 
FEST 


8 
; a 7 Ree 
— . 
r 2 * BY: » 
— 2 47 2 Sas SI 2 — 5 * - —5 q 
. 4” 6 DSI Is. : 
— n 7 k I 2 — 
- 6 * * — — 
Wb ke nd Vai 2 ͤL— = 


= EINE IN EEE - 
— — — —ü—ü— 2 2 
— 1 wy PI 
=»; - 


Vu _ 


— 
4 > Find 
8 1 


2 > 224 . 
2 „„ „ 


— 
8 — 
— — a * 
n * — — 
5 = 
* — — 
2 
. bes... cron 
—_ 6. * 
. 
er 


—— 
3 
"I, . 


2 2 7 
2 8 e D a 


1 WW 
fy +380 


34 7 A B T 6. 
we cannot touch them, therefore, how. 
ever it be, we ſhall 260 ee to 
Ky law. mw E Ban ONT In | 


wy [GENTLEMAN at the head of the | 


tablewhohad written thirteen volumes 


diſplaying all the properties of the grif- 


| fin, took this affair in a very ſerious 


light, which would have greatly per- 
PIE Zadig, had it not been for the 


credit of a magus, who was brother 


to his friend Cador. 


5 FUE this 9 24d 


always diſtinguiſhed and preferred 


good before learned company; afloci- 
ating with the moſt converſible men, 


and the moſt accompliſhed ladies, in 
Babylon. He frequently made grand 


entertainments, which were generally 
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preceded by à concert of muſick, and 


enlivened by the moſt agrecable con- 
verſation, in which, as he had felt the 
ſmart of it, he had hid aſide all 


thoughts of ſhewing his wit, which is 


not only the moſt certain proof that a 
man has none, but the ſureſt way to 


_ all good ee 


Hs made not bebte of his friends 
en diſhes through oſtentation or 
pride. He delighted in appearing to 
be whathe really was, and not in ſeem- 


ing to be what he was not; by which 
means ne obtained a greater real cha- 


racter than he aimed at. 


- » A GENTLEMAN, Arimazes by name, 
who was very proud and haughty, li- 


ved over-againſt Zadig, who not meet- 
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ged himſelf on bis fellow creatures; by 


nlliog at them. Notwithſtanding'bis 
riches, he could ſeldom procure any 
8 paraſites about him. ; Though the 


coaches which ſtopped at Zadig's door 


was very diſagreeable to him; yet the 


worthy character every body gave him 
provoked him ſtill more. He would 
frequently go to Zadig's houſe, and 
fit down at his table, without any in- 


vitation; and when he was preſent, 


the mirth of the company was ſure to 


be interrupted, he reſembling the har- 


ies, Who, it is ſaid, infect even the 


„ ian chat they devour. 5 


A xoux lady was one day l 


by Arimazes to an entertainment; but 
the, inſtead of honouring him with 
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hear company, ri 3 at 
Zadg: 8. Another time, as Zadig and 
be Were: chatting together at court, 
A miniſter of ſtate, came vp to them: 
and invited Zagig tafoppery but fi 
a word to. Arimazet. Such tri- 
ling affairs adde aefrogvently, He 
8 This ne e 5 ho 8 
| vas called the Enmous Man by the 
„People, would gladly have taken a- 
„way Zadig's life, if he could, becauſe 
obe commonly received; the appellati- 
r- Jon of the Happy Man. It is a laying 
e I of Zoroaſter, (That an opportunity 
. of being guilty of an ill action pre- 
« ſents itſelf a hundred times a day; 
but that of wat et bug. 
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Zauig, when hetwas taking the air in 


bis garden with two friends and a 
voung lady to whom he ſaid many 
fine: things, ith -holother” intention 
than the innocent Pleaſure of ſaying 
them. Afterwards they talked of a 
war that the King had happily put an 
end to, between him and his vaſſal, the 


Prince of Hyreania: \ Z Z adig having 


acted a very capital bart in that War, 
ſaid a great deal in praiſe of his Ma- 
jeſty, but much more in commenda- 
tion of the lady. Taking out his 
pocket: book, he wrote four extempo- 
re verſes on that occaſion, and ſhew- 
ed them to the lady. The gentlemen 
then preſent deſired that they might 
alſo have the pleaſure of reading them. 
But either through modeſty, or rather 


2 A D 1 * 39 : 


a Ak renſcicuſtiefs that 15 had not 
happily ſucceeded, he would not grant 


their requeſt; very well knowing | 


that afndden poctic flight muſt prove 
inſipid to every one but the perſon in 
whoſe favour it is Written: upon 
which he ſnapt the tablet in two 
whereon the lines were written, and 


threw both pieces into a roſe-buſh, 


where they were hunted for, but in 


vain. Not long after it rained, and 


all the company left the garden but 


Arimazes, who, notwithſtanding the 
ſhower, would not go into the houſe, 


till he had found a half of the tablet, 


which was unluckily broken i in ſuch 
a manner, that even the half lines 
were good ſenſe, and good metre, 
though very ſhort. But what proved 
ſtill more unlucky Was, that they ap- 
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Arimazes tin this time never has hap 
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men. e with che Te 
of undoing his friend, he immediately 
waited i upon the King, to ſhew him 
this treaſonable performance of 20. 
dig 8. Orders were immediately if- 
ſued to impriſon Zadig, his two 
friends, and the lady. His trial did 


„ 


not lf Jong, for the judges a 


An rr 4a 


tle attention to what he had to fays 


ſed upon him, Arimazes, ſtill bearing 
him an ill will, was heard to ſay, as he 


contempt, that Zadig's compoſition 
was treaſon indeed, but nothing more. 


yexed. him to find himſelf condemned 


5 or the worſt of traitors, and his two 


f riends and the lady impriſoned far 


pen his mouth in his on vindirati- 


ridenge againſt him. 80 ſtrict Were 
2 Babyloniſh laws! He was cafried 
the place of execution, ſurroundeii 
a vaſt concourſe f People, who: 


Sentence of condemnation being paſ- 


was leaving the court, with an air of 


Though Zadig eſteemed himſelf not 
for his poetic genius; yet it greatly 


time which had never been commit- 


4 9 et would not ſuffer him to 


m „His. pocket: book was ſufficient 
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durſt not ſhew their ſorrow for him, 
# and Who preſſed as near to him as 
they could poſſibly get, to ſee whe- 
ther he ſhewed any ſigns of fear, or 
met death courageouſſy. The only 
real mourners were his relations; for 
there was no eſtate in reverſion for 
them; three parts of his effects were 
confifcated for the uſe of his Majeſty, 
and the fourth'was devoted as A re- 
ward to the ne w had i Form- 
| ali pod : 1:16 a 
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0. antun he Was « pvepiring Kinafal 
for: his: approaching diſſolution, the 
King's parrot flew from her balconyſſh 
into Zadig's garden; and alighted 0! 4 

a'roſe-buſhi A peach, that had bee 0 
blown down, and drove by the wind 
from an adjacent tree, juſt under tiſſy 
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»buſh, was glewed, as it were, to the 


* Wother half of the tablet. The parrot. 
" ſnmediately took wing with her boo- 
ty, and alighted on the King's knee; 
7 vho being ſomewhat curious, read the 
r Words | on the broken tablet, which 
ad no meaning in them as he could 


ginning of the lines of a tetraſtick. 


Queen's memory, ſhe, ordered that 


*")Fpart of it to be produced; which be- 


E ing joined with the other, they an- 


Sy Iwered exactly the. indentures; and 


Shen the verſes which Zadig Hot 


the written in A Mb of loyalty ran thus: 


derceive, but appeared to be the be- 


He was very fond of poetry; and the 
emarkable adventure of his parrot 
ade him reflect a little. The lines 
hat were written on the fragment of 
adig's tablet being ſtill recent in the 
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Tyrants are prone to heinous ctitnesz 
To clemency his crown he owes; 

To concord and to quiet times, 

Love only is the worſt of foes. © 4, 


M 


Tax King lraving read this, imme- 
diately commanded Zadig to - be 
brought before him; and his two 
friends and the lady to be that mo- 
ment ſet at liberty. When Zadig 
was brought into the royal preſence, 
he fixed his eyes upon the ground, 
and begged their Majeſtics' Seng fo 
his little mean: poetical attempt. 
however delivered what he had to be 
in ſo graceful a manner, and with ſo 
much modeſty and good ſenſe, that 
their Majeſties ordered him to be 
brought before them a ſecond time. 
They were ſtill-more delighted with 
him at thisviſit'than at the former one. 


1azes's wealth, for having fo unjuſtly 
ccuſed him; but Zadig generouſly 
eturned the baſe informer every far- 
hing of it. The envious man, how- 


e reftoration of bis eſtate. The 
adig. The King never took any di- 
e party; and nothing was done in 
e privy-council but when he was 


eſent. After this, the Queen beha- 


him in ſo tender and kind a manner, 


ver, was no ways affected, but with 


hole court daily became fonder of 


d ſo reſpectfully to him, and ſpoke 


AS ©: 6. 
They made him a preſent of all A7. 


erſion, but Zadig was ſure to be f 


. at in proceſs of time it proved of "MW 
pe conſequence to herſelf, the King, 
ik: dighimſelf, and thewhole kingdom. 5 
vith Ne 6255 or being, happy i in this 
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that citizen from all the reſt, in th 


dable deed that had been done in hi 


85 the King himſelf pronounced t the del 


„ LA. 1:6 
world now began to appear not { 
go?! in — 8 28 


OCT 
HAP. v. 

The Foxck NIRO r. 
GRAND feſtival was held i 
Babylon at the end ofe very fi 


years, and it was now near at hand 
The deſign of it was, to diſtinguil 


* 28 


moſt ſolemn manner, who had perform 
ed the moſt generous action; and th 


grandees and Magi always ſat as juc 
ges. The Satrap told them every la 


diſtrict. All were put to the vote, a 
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OM nitive ſentence. People of all ſtations 
came from the moſt diſtant parts of 
the kingdom to be preſent at this ſo- 


tune to be victor, received from his 
Majeſty's own hand a golden cup, or- 
namented with precious ſtones, and 
upon the delivery, the King thus ad- 
1 4 
f 


and hat 7 may have thouſands of ſuch belb⸗ 
ved * as ou are! : 


FUR 
1 thi 


orm ox Ds pd ins the 

a th Kiag ſeated himſelf on his throne of 

s Ju ſcate, dreſſed as ſumptuouſly as it was 
y ha poſſible to be, and he was ſurrounded 


in h 
Ce, 
C a 


dy his grandees, the Magi, and the de- 


ons, of every province that attended 


lemnity. He who had the good for- 


dreſſed him: Accept of this, as a reward 
fur jour generoſity, and Heaven grant 


puties from all the neighbouring nati- 
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theſe public diverſions; where honour 
was to be acquired, not by the ſwift- 
neſs of the' beſt race-horſe, or by bo- 
dily ſtrength, but by real merit, 
The chief Satrap proclaimed, with a 
loud voice, ſuch deeds as would enti- 
tle the victor to the glorious- prize; 
but never took the leaſt notice of Za- 
dig's commendable action, in return- 
ing his treacherous neighbour all his 
effects, notwithſtanding he did all in 
his power to take away his life: that 
was but ling; and not wine men- 
tionin ing. | 

ae GE Was 15 fel who was na- 
med for the prize; he had been the 
oecaſion ofacitizen's loſing a very con- 
_ fiderable cauſe; through ſome miſtake, 
For which ke was no ways anfwerable, 


and made up his loſs out © of his own 
. pocket. 


A vou man was the next candi- 
date, who, notwithſtanding he was 
very much enamoured with a lady, 
and intendedin a ſhort time to marry 
her, yet reſigned her to his friend, 
who could not live without her; and 
even gave her a portion at the ſame | 
in time. 


en- Tux next who ſtood forth was a 
ſoldier, who had done a more praiſe- 
worthy action than the lover. In the 

na · ¶ Hyrcanian war, a party of the enemy 

the having made his miſtreſs priſoner, he 

on · ¶ fought them bravely, and again ſet her 

ake, at Hberty: a ſhort time after hearing 

able, that a band of the ſame party had car- 
| of | 


50 * nl 
ried off his mother to a place not far 
diſtant; he left his miſtreſs weeping 
bitterly, and flew to reſcue his mother. 
This ſkirmiſh being alſo ended, he 
came back to his ſweetheart, and found 
her juſt at the point of death. Hel 
wanted to kill himſelf upon the ſpot; | 
but his mother remonſtrated to him, 
that, ſhould he dic, ſhe ſhould have no 
ſupport in her old age; and through 
love for her, he had | courage to live: 
little longer. 


THE judges were going to vote in 
favour. of the ſoldier ; but his Majeſty 
prevented them, by 1 that he 
owned the ſoldier's action was com 
mendable enough, as were thoſe of the 
reſt, but none of them were very rc 
markable. I was infinitely ſurprizcc 


2 A D 1.6. ” 
at what Zadig did yeſterday: but J 


mall give you another inſtance. Not 


long ſince I baniſhed my prime mini- 


ſter Coreb from the court, that he might 
feel my reſentment. 


I complained 


greatly of his conduct; and every one 
of my ſycophants told me that I be- 


haved too mercifully to him; and 


loaded him with the ſharpeſt invec- 
tives. I deſired Zadig to let me know 


what he thought of Coreb; and he had 


courage enough to give him an excel- 

lent character. I undoubtedly have 
read in our public records of inſtances 
where reſtitution has been often made, 
for injuries, done by miſtake; where 
onc has reſigned his miſtreſs to another; 
and where a ſon has preferred hs mo- 

ther before his miſtreſs; but I never 


found an inſtance of a courtier, who, 
e 


= 


«  -@: A-D4.-6 
like Zadig, was fo bold as to ſpeak in 
behalf of a miniſter in diſgrace, and 
with whom the King was very much 
diſpleaſed. Each of the candidates 
that have been proclaimed this day {hall 
receive twenty thouſand pieces, but 
Zadig alone deſerves the cup. 


Sta, replied Zadig, you yourſelf 
are moſt worthy of the cup; you alone 
have done an unparalleled generous 
action; ſince you, who are King of 
Kings, was not angry at your flave, 
when he contradicted you in the heat 
of paſſion. This diſcourſe drew the eyes 
of all the multitude upon the King 
and Zadig. The judge, who had ge- 
nerouſly made reſtitution for his mi- 
Rake; the lover, who had yielded his 
{weetheart to his friend; the ſoldier, 
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who had preferred his mother's before 


his miſtreſs's welfare; received the 
promiſed donation from the King, and 
ſaw their names entered in the hook 
of fame: but the cup was given to 
Zadig. His Majeſty was univerially 
beloved, but it was not of long dura- 
tion. This glorious day was ſolem- 
nized with feſtivals beyond the time 
by law eſtabliſhed. Tragedies were 
performed there that made the gene- 
rality of the ſpectators weep; and co- 
medies that excited their laughter; 


entertainments of which the Babyloni- 


ans were quite ignorant: the comme- 
moratian of it is ſtill preſerved in Aſia. 
I have now, faid Zadig, arrived at 
perfect happineſs; ; but he was Da 
much deceived. 2 


NE Op elner 
CH A P. VI. 


The JuD6MENT . 


ADIG, „ his 
WA youth, was appointed head 
judge of every tribunal in the empire. 
He behaved fo well in this high ſtati- 
on, that he appeared really to be a per- 
ſon endowed with the ſtricteſt juſtice 
and the moſt refined wiſdom. The 
neighbouring nations were indebted 
to him for that generous maxim; 
Dat it is better to acquit a perſon, though 
really guilty, than to condemn one ꝛ0 ho is 
virtugus and innocent. He ſincerely 
thought, that the laws were made to 
encourage as well as intimidate the 


6 
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people. He always ſtudied to render 
truth as obvious as poſſible: whereas 


| the generality of mankind do all in 


their power to render it intricate and 


| obſcure. This peculiar talent was put 


to the teit on the very firſt day that 


he entered into his exalted ſtation. A 


wealthy merchant, originally of Ba- 


bylon, died in the Indies. He had made 


his will, wherein his two ſons were 
appointed joint-heirs of his eſtate, af- 
ter they had ſettled their ſiſter, and 
married her with their mutual con- 
ſent. He alſo left a ſpecific legacy of 
thirty thouſand pieces of gold to that 


ſon who ſhould, when he was no more, 
give the ſincereſt proof of his regard 
for him. 
monument to his memory: the young- 


The eldeſt erected a ſuperb 


\ 


eſt ſet aſide a large ſhare of his bequeſt 
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to enlarge his ſiſter s fortune. The 

elder was preferred by every one, the 
younger being allowed to have the 
greateſt regard for his ſiſter. The le- 


gacy therefore of courſe fell to the el- 
ws 5. 5 


Tus affair was to be decided by 
Zadig, who examined them ſeparate- 
ly. When the eldeſt appeared, Za- 
dig {aid to him, Your father, Sir, is yet 
living, having recovered from his ill- 
neſs, of which it is reported that he 
died, and is ſet out on his return to this 
city. Heaven be praiſed! cried the 
young man; but I hape the expence 
I bave been at in erecting ſo grand a 
monument wilt be conſidered. Then 
Zadig faid the ſame to the younger. 
Heaven be praiſed! cried he. Every 


20 Al NM Wes ww: 


thing that I received'1s at his fervice; 
bit I hope my father will not recall 
theſmall preſent Thaye made myſiſter. 
Keep what you have got, Sir; you 
ſhall alſo receive the legacy of the thir⸗ 
| ty thonſand pieces; for you have gi- 
ven che ſincereſt proof that you had 

| the greateſt 5 wk Are e 

| * is e ee 1 > 


ws 
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; AWE chou lady iy” &pro- 
. | miſed her hand to two different Magic, 


received inſtructions from both parties 
for ſome months, and at lengtli became 
e pregnant. "They Would both gladly 
e have married her. But, ſaid ſhe] Iſhall 
" prefer him who has put me into 1 
n | pacity of ſerving my country, by ad- 


r. ing one to it. Vou are indebted to 
y me, Madam, for that good office, ſaid 
88 


% 2041 It HAG. 


, - 


e; but theotherinfiſted that hehad 


8 it. Well, ſaid ſhe, ſince you both 
claim an equal right to me, I will ac- 


knowledge him for my huſband who. 
will give the child the moſt liberal edu- 
cation. Not long after; the lady Was 
delivered of a pretty boy. They both 
inſiſted on being tutor, and the cauſe. 
was brought to be decided by. Zadig. 
The two Magi were ſummoned to at- 
tend, Pray, Sir, ſaid Zadig, i in what 


| manner do you intend: to educate, the 


boy? He ſhall firſt be grounded, an- 


| ſwered this learned pedagogue, in the 


rudiments of his native tongue; then 
1 ſhall teach him logic, aſtrology, ma- 
gic, the vaſt difference between the 
terms ſubſtance and accident; abſtra& 
and concrete, Kc. Kc. 1 The ſecond 
dai, I ſhall proceed i in a Nerf different 


nt 


manner; I will do all in my power to 
render him an honeſt man, and accep- 


table to his friends. When Zadig had 
heard both their declarations, he ſaid 


to the latter, You, Sir, ſhall have the 
aa whether ** be the facher or 
not. | | 


Co MPLAINTS were made every day 


againſt [rax, the Itimadoulet of Media. 
| He was a perſon of quality, who was 


immenſely rich, notwithſtanding he 


had ſpent a vaſt deal, by indulging 
himſelf in all manner of expenſive plea- 
ſures. It was very ſeldom that he 
would allow an inferior to ſpeak to 
him; 3 and nobody durſt contradict him: 
he was as gay as any peacock; and 


no turtle was more amorous; and he 


even outdid the tortoiſe in indolence 


8 
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and inactivity. His Whole ſtudy was 
to ſearch out falſe n and alle Nw" 
ſures. 


. 
immediately ſent him, as by his Maje- 
ſty's expreſs orders, a muſic- maſter, 
twelve voices, and two dozen violins, 
as his attendants; a head ſteward, with 
lix men cooks, and four chamberlains, 
who were continually to appear before 
him. The King iſſued out his writ for 
the ſtrict obſervance of his royal will; 
and the ſcheme was thus conducted. 


TRE firſt morning, when the volup- 
tuous Irax awoke, the muſic-maſter, 
with the lingers and violins, came in- 
to his room. They ſang | a cantata, 
which laſted upwards of two hours. 


4 * 


Sal m I-68 6 
Every three minutes they repeated 


| the legion: FROFUR: 


What mighty honours are your due! 
To worth like yours we altars . 
No mortal Sia s more e bleſt than vou. 


. harangue, three quarters of an hour 
In length; wherein he took occaſion 
to extol every virtue to which he was 


8 perfect ſtranger. No ſooner was the 
P oration ended than he was conducted 


to dinner, where all the muſicians at- 


I, 
4 he was ſeated at table. He had ſpent 
5 three hours at dinner before he deign- 


ed to ſpeak.» a word; and when Ne did, 


Words 2 are, ads; to ſet forth. your praiſe;, | 
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"Winx the cantata was finiſhed, he 
was addreſſed by the chamberlain in a 


tended, and began to play as ſoon as 
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the chief chamberlain always thus in- 


terrupted him; ou ſay right, Sir: 
ſcarce had he uttered four words more, 
when Right, Sir, faid the ſecond. The 
other two chamberlainsꝰ time was ta- 
ken up in laughing with. admiration 
at Trax's ſmart repartees, or at leaſt 
ſach as he ought to have made. The 


cloth being drawn, they again began 


their former Chorus. 2 


nh was greatly tranſported Sith 
this day s entertainment; he imagined 
that this honour conferred upon him 
by the King of Kings“ Was the ſole re- 
ſult of his ſuperior worth. The. ſe- 
cond pleaſed him not ſo. much; the 
third proved ſomewhat troubleſome; 
the fourth inſupportable; the fifth 
Was tormenting; and at laſt, he was 


more bleſt than you, You ſay right, 


to court, and begged that his Maj eſty 


N 

˖ 

e berlain, his muſic-maſter, and all his 

a retinue, his head ſteward and his cooks, 
and promiſed, in the moſt ſubmiſſive 
manner, not to be ſo vain, and more 

h induſtrious for the future. He was. 


d now ſatisfied with leſs flattery, and did. 


m not make ſuch expenſive entertain- 


re- ments; by which means he became 


ſe. much happier; thereby experiencing 


the che ſaying of Sadder, that one continu- 
ae; Ned. ſcene of pleaſure is no pleaſure at all. 
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perfectly outrageous at the inceſſant 
cry in his ears of No mortal King's 


vir, &c. and at being daily harangued 
at the ame hour. He therefore wrote 


| would be ſo kind as to recall his cham- 
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Was | Zapis daily gave ſurpriſing proofs | 
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of his amazing penetration, ey the 
goodneſs of his heart; the people ado- 
red bim, and he was the darlingof the 
King. The eaſineſs with which he 
glided through the firſt ſtage of his 
life ſerved only to increaſe his preſent 


happineſs. He was however every 
night diſturbed with ſome e | 


dream or other. One while, he though 
that he was ſtretched out upon a Ta 
of withered plants, part of which were 
ſharp pointed, that made him very 
_ reſtleſs and uneaſy; another time, he 
imagined himfelf repoſed on a bed of 
roſes, out of which ruſhed a ſerpent, 
that ſtung him to the heart with his 
poiſonous tongue. Alas! faid he, wa- 
king, not long fince I lay upon a bed 
of hard and nauſeous plants, and this 
very moment I repoſed on a bed of ro- 
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ſes: But how ſoon was 1 diſturbed by 
the 6 


5 · le fz · lebe Gef.. S 
155 H A 15 vIL 


The Force of Jeatov 81. 


tl} HE 1 af Zedig, or ra- 
aL ther his intrinſic merit, was the 
re rincipal cauſe of all his future miſ- 
ry Nortunes. He diſcourſed familiarly. 
very day with his ſovercign, and his. 
eloved ſpouſe, 4/tarte. And the 
caſure ariſing from thence was 
eatly enhanced from an innate de- 
'e of pleaſing, which, with reſpect 
wit, is the ſame as drels is to beau-. 
Hlis youth, and graceful deport- 
ent, had more influence, on the 


r — . n * 
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Queen than ſhe was at firſt: aware of, 
Though ſhe daily grew fonder of him, 
yet ſhe was quite innocent. Aftart: 
would ſay, without the leaſt reſerve 
or apprehenſion of fear, that ſhe was 
vaſtly delighted with the company of 
one, who was not only greatly e- 
teemed by her huſband, but was the 
favourite of the whole empire. She 
daily praiſed him in her royal con- 
ſort's preſence: he was her favourite 
topic amongſt her ladies of honour, 
who were not bchind-hand with her 
in praiſing him. * Such repeated di. 
courſes, however innocent, made 2 
Z deeper impreſſion on her heart than 
ſhe at that time apprehended. Shear 
frequently ſent Zadig ſome ſmall pre 
ſent or other; which he conſtrued? Jer 
the reſult ofa greater value for hin, 
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than ſhe intended. She ſpoke no more 
in his praiſe, as ſhe imagined, than a 
Queen might innocently do, who had 
good affurance of his attachment to 
her huſband ; ſometimes, indeed, ſhe 

ould ſpeak tenderly and affectionate- 
ly of him. 5 1 


— —— 8 —_— — 
_— - 
- 
Aww 


Far * LEE 8 
8 * 8 > U 2 n ko e 

No — — 4 . ** - 2 . 2 2 - 
bo 8 Ls n ot * 2 . a Ao 

2 2 25 2 r = a” — 2 Pres - : 
2 — 2 n e F l _—_ A 
BL A 3 x 1 
- > = 


N — * * 8 Y 
—*7 9 8 — „ 75 
: OM n —— 5 . 
2 Ten ES ts ane * r ak — — — 
* 1. $a & ian * 
a Ts. — % — — * 


— 


{ 
| 
1 
ö 


1 34 
= 
- 

"1 18 1 
5 
, s 
7 
(5 2 
1 
FU 1 
KY 
1 
1 5 
„5 
: M 
.> ty . 
1 
1 
Ly 
& 
* 


His royal miſtreſs Was more beau- 
iful than either Semira, who had 
ite Much an averfion to a huſband with 
ur, ut one eye, or Arora, his late lov- 
ner Nag wife, who would innocently, 
dib ave robbed him of his noſe. The 
le Mreedoms which Aſtarte took, her 
hanſſſender expreſſions, at which ſhe be⸗ 
an to be aſhamed, the glances of her 
ye, which ſhe would turn away, if 
edaFÞerceived, and which ſhe fixed upon 
hin is, kindled in Zadig's heart a fire, 


68 es 
at the thought of which he trembled. 
He uſed his utmoſt efforts to ſmo- 
ther it; he called up all the philoſo- 
phy he was maſter of to his aid; but 
all to no purpoſe, for choſe reflections . 
_ afforded him no confolations. Mt 


DuTy, gratitude, and an injured 
Sovereign, appeared inceſſantly be- 
fore him, as avenging deities: he 
ſtruggled relolutely ; he even trium- 
phed; but this conqueſt over his 
paſſions, which he was obliged conti: 
nually to check, colt him abundance 
of ſighs and tears. He durſt not 2. 
gain talk with the Queen ſo freely as 
he was wont to do; his eyes weren 
obnubilated; his converſation was 
forced and unconnected; he kept hf 
eyes aff her as much as poſſible; and 
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when they undeſignedly met with 
thoſe of her Majeſty, he found, that 
though drowned 1n tears, they darted 
flames of fire: in ſilence they ſeemed 
JJ intimate, that they dreaded the 
being in love with each other; and 
that they burned with a fire equally 
d condemned by them both. 
- . 


Zapic flew from her preſence, 
ke one beſide himſelf, and in deſ- 
air; his heart was overcharged with 
burthen, too great for him to bear: 
n the heat of his conflicts, he diſclo- 
ed the ſecrets of his heart to his faith- 
ul friend Cador, as one who, having 
ng groaned under the weight of an 
expreſſible anguiſh of mind, at once 
akes known the occaſion of his 
orments by the groans, as it were, 
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extorted from him, and by the drops 
of a cold ſweat, which run down his 
face. | 


I navs long, ſaid Cador to him, 
obſerved that ſecret paſſion which 
you have foſtered in your boſom, and 
yet endeavoured to conceal even fron 
yourſelf. The paſſions are generallj 
accompanied with ſuch ſtrong im 
preſſions, that they cannot be conceal 
ed. Confeſs ingenuoully therefor 
Zadig, ſince I have made this diſco c 
very, whether his Majeſty has no f 
ſhewn ſome viſible marks of his ret. 
ſentment. His only foible is that off g 
being the moit jealous mortal living it 
You are more careful of checking ti ſe 
violence of your. paſſion than thfof 
Queen herſelf. is; becauſe you are i be 


are 
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philoſopher; becauſe, in ſhort, you 


are Zadig; Aſtarte is no more than a 
weak woman; and though her eyes 
ipeak too viſibly, and with too much 


gine herſelf to blame. Convinced of 


tune, as well as yours, ſhe keeps 
not a ſtrict enough guard over her- 
ſelf. I tremble for her, becaufe I am 
certain her conſcience acquits her. 
If you were both agreed, you might 
conceal your regard for each other 
from every body. A riſing paſſion, 
that is ſmothered, breaks out into a 
flame; when once love is gratified, 


it knows how artfully to conceal it- 
elf. Zadig trembled at the thought 
of ungratefully violating his gracious 
benefactor's bed; and never was 


imprudence; yet ſhe does not ima- 


her innocence, to her own misfor- 
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there a more loyal ſubject to a prince, 
though guilty of an involuntary 
crime. Her Majeſty, however, ſo of. 
ten mentioned Zadig's name, and 
ſhe bluſhed ſo much whenever ſhe 
uttered it; ſhe was one while ſo much 
delighted, and at another, ſo dejec- 
ted, when he became the topic 1n the 
preſence of the King; ſhe was in 
ſuch a reverie, ſo confuſed and ſtu- 
pid, when he went out of the pre- 
ſence, that her behaviour made her 
royal ſpouſe very uneaſy. He was 
convinced of every thing he ſaw, and 
formed in his mind an idea of num- 
berleſs things which he ſaw not. 
He took particular notice of Aſtarte's 
ſandals, that were blue, Zadig s being 
of the ſame colour; he alſo obſerved, 
chat as the Queen wore yellow -rib 
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bands, PIR turbant was ob the - 
ſame colour. Theſe were dreadful 
circumſtances for-a ſovereign of his 
diſpoſition to think on. In ſhort, 
ſuſpicions are converted into real 
facts 7 a mind ſo e TOR as 590 


* * 
9 4 * F , . * 4 3 J 2o [| 


A court ſlaves, and ſycophants, 
are ſo many pies on Kings and 
Queens they preſently ſaw that 4/- 
tarte was fond, and Moabdaz jealous. 
Zadig's.envious Foe, Arimazes, was as 
incorrigible as ever; for flints will 
never ſoften; and creatures, that are 
naturally venemous, continually re- 
tain their poiſon. He wrote an ano. 
nymous letter to the King, the baſe. 
recourſe of ſordid ſpirits, who are u- 
niverfally deſpiſed; but in this caſe, 
Ns 4k 
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-wvery important i 0 becauſe this 
letter agreed with the dreadful ſug- 
geſtions Moabdar had ' conceived, 
All his thoughts were now bent upon 
ſeeing himſelf revenged: for which 
Purpoſe he reſolved to take off his 
wife by poiſon on a certain night, 
and to have Zadig ſtrangled by day- 
break. A mercileſs, inhuman eu- 
| nuch, the ready executioner of the 
King's vengeance, received orders 
for that purpoſe. While his Majeſ- 
ty was diſcloſing this horrid plot to 
the eunuch, there happened to be 1 
dwarf, who was dumb, but not deaf, 
in the royal chamber. Nobody re: 
garded him; he ſaw and heard every 
thing that paſſed, and yet was no 
more ſuſpected than any irrationa 
domeſtic animal. This dwarf had 
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a great regard for A arte and Zadig : 
he trembled when he heard Moabdar 
give ſuch orders to deſtroy them both. 


But what gave him the moſt concern 
was, how he could prevent thoſe or- 


ders from being put in execution, as 


the time was ſo ſhort. He could not 
write, it is true, but he had fortunate- 


ly been taught to draw, and take a 
likeneſs. He employed himſelf a good 


part of the night in delineating with 
crayons, on a piece of paper, the great 
danger that thus attended her Majeſty. 
He diſplayed in one corner the King 


very much enraged, and commanding 
the barbarous eunuch to put his de- 


lignin execution; in another, a bowl 


and a cord upon a table; in the cen- 
ter was the Queen, expiring in the 


arms of her maids of honour, W 
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9 Zadig ſtrangled, andlaidbreathleſs be- 


fore her. The riſing ſun was juſt ma- 
king its appearance in the horizon, to 
denote, that this dreadful ſcene Was to 
be tranſatted at day- break. When 
his piece was finiſhed, he ran withit to 
one of Aſtartes female favourites, 
then in waiting, knocked her up, and 
gave her to underſtand; that ſhe muſt 


immediately carry thedraught to the 


Max while, her Majeſty's attend- 
ants, though it was in the middle of 
the; night, knocked at the door of Za. 
dig's apartment, waked him, and gave 
him a letter from 4ftarte. He could 


not at firſt imagine whether he was 


only in a dream or not, but preſently 
read the letter, with a trembling hand, 


4 


EN ap: 
and a heavy heart: It is impoſũble to 


expreſs his aſtoniſhment, and the ago* 


nies of deſpair which he was in upon 


reading the following words. De- 


baue long ftruggled, and which I now 


4 * n 


e my life. Notwithſtanding my in- 


the King's reſentment, and ſuffer the my 
cruel of deaths. 


d | 5 | Þ + IT 1. 
Ir was with the utmoſt difficulty 


i that Zadig could ſpeak. Having or- 

9 dered his friend Cador to be called, as 

oon AS he entered the room, he * 
"5. 


part fram Babylon, dear Zadig, imme- 
diately, Jon your life is in danger: 1 
conjure you, 4 depart, dear Ladi g, in the 
name e that fatal paſſion, with which I 


venture to a1felee I you, as. 4 ſhell i in a x 
little. time make: atonement for it by the. 


nocence, Ind I am to feel the werght of 
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ſented him the billet, without faying 45 


word. Cador urged him to pay all 
due attention to the contents, and to 


ſet out that moment for Memphis. Tf | 


you hope to have an interview with 
Aſtarte firſt, you inevitably haſten her 
execution; or if you wait upon his 
Majeſty, the fatal conſequence will be 
the ſame: I ſhall uſe my utmoſt ef- 


| forts to prevent her wretched fate; 


do you therefore follow your own; 
I ſhall report it in the city, that you 
are gone to the Indies: and when the 
ſtorm is blown over, I ſhall come and 
inform you of every thing that 28 
ſes here. 


A Tabs } ſayin g, Cador immediately 
ordered two of the ſwifteſt dromeda- 
ries that could be got to be in readi - 
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ſervant to attend him, and Cador, ve- 
ry much grieved at this unlucky af- 
fair; ſoon loſt fight of his worthy 


* , 
en 0 e 
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5 a kitletime « our ines u- | 
tive reached the top of a ſmall hill, 
from whence he had an extenſive 
view of all the city of Babylon: but 
looking towards her Majeſty's palace, 
he ſwooned away; but ſoon recover- 
ing his ſenſes, he drowned his eyes in 
2 flood of tears, and impatiently wiſh- 
ed for death. 


In ſhort, after he had 
reflected, with horror, on the wretch- 


ed fate of the moſt amiable creature 


D 4 


cls at a private back · door belon ging 
to the court; he helped Zadie to 
mount his beaſt, , though ready to faint. 
He had no more than one faithful 
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in the world, and of the moſt worthy 
Queen that ever reigned; he com- 
manded his paſſion a little, and „ſigh⸗ 
ing, thus exclaimed: What is this 


mortal life! What the better am I, O 
Virtue, for following thy dictates! 


Two young ladies, a miſtreſs and a 
_ wife, have proved falſe to me; a third, 
innocent as the child unborn, and far 
more beautiful than either of them, 


has probably before this time ſuffer - 
ed death, on my acceunt! All the 


acts of benevolence which 1 have 


ſhewn, have been the foundation of 


my ſorrows, and 1 have been exalted 
to the top of Fortune's wheel for no 
other purpoſe than to be hurled down 
with the greater precipitation. Had 


I led a wicked life, like fome other 
— 1 had © now, like them, 


( 
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been happy. Wholly poſſeſfed with 
theſe melancholy reflexions, his eyes 
thus ſunk in his head, and his meagre 
cheeks all pale and languid ; and, in a 
word, his very ſoulthus ſwallowed up 
in deep deſpair, he continued. hs 
courſe e __ 
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| HE ſtars 1 ſhone over Za- 
dig's head ſerved him as a 
mark to ſteer his courſe by. The 
conſtellation Orion, and the radiant 
Dog-ſtar directed him towards the 
Pole of Canope. He bcheld with a- 

mazement thoſe large globes of light, 
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which appeared to the naked eye no 
more than ſmall twinkling lights; 
whereas the earthly globe he was 
then traverſing, which, in reality, is 
no more than an imperceptible point 
in nature, ſeemed, according to the 
ſelfiſh idea we generally entertain of 


it, ſomething very immenſe, and pro- 
digiouſly grand. Then he turned his 


thoughts upon mankind, and regard- 
ed them as they really are, a parcel of 
inſects, or reptiles, devouring each o- 


ther on a ſmall atom of clay. He 


greatly alleviated his misfortunes, by 
9 reflecting in this manner, and recol- 


lecting the nothingneſs, if we may be 


allowed the expreſſion, of his own 
being, and even of Babylon itſelf. His 

ſoul now ſoared into infinity, and he 
; contemplated, with the ſame freedom, 
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as if ſhe was diſencumbered from her 
earthly partner, on the unchangeable 
order of the univerſe. But preſently - 
reſuming her native ſeat, he began to 
think that Aſtarte might Probably - 
have loſt her liſe for his ſake; upon 
which, his thoughts of the univerſe 
immediately vaniſhed, and his whole 
attention was buſied in imagining 
that he beheld the Queen juſt at the 
point of death, and himſelfoverwhelm- 
ed with innumerable troubles. . Gi- 
ving | himſelf entirely up to this flux. 
and reflux of ſublime philoſophy and 
anxiety of mind, he inſenſibly found 


[himſelf on the frontiers of Egypt : and 


his faithful ſervant had, without be- 
ing perceived by him, ſtept into the 
firſt village, and ſought out for a pro- 
per lodging for his maſter and him- 
„„ 


ſelf. Mean while Zadig made the 
beſt of his way to the neighbouring 


13 young lady weeping bitterly, and beg - 
ging the aid of heaven and earth in 
e diſtreſs, and a man, in a violent 
_ paſſion, purſuing her. He had now 


her knees before him, begging his 


her, and alſo beat her in a cruel man- 


gine, that the man was a jealous huf- 
band, and that the fair one was an in- 


unlike the wretched Afarte, he felt a 
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gardens; where he beheld, at no great 
diſtance from the public road, a 


juſt overtaken her, and ſhe fell upon 
forgiveneſs. He ſeverely reproached 
ner. The Egyptian s behaving in this 


barbarous manner made Zadig ima- 


conſtant, and had defiled his bed: 
but when he reflected that ſhe was 
vaſtly handſome; and, in his eyes, not 
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conijaſſion growing within him to- 

wards the lady, and became enraged 
it her tyrant. Aſſiſt me, Sir, ſaid 
I ſhe to Zadig, weeping bitterly. Oh! 

deliver me from this hard-hearted 
man; Save, Sir, O ſave my life. Za- 
dig hearing her lamenting ſo bitterly, 
threw himſelf between the injured la- 
dy and her cruel tormentor. As he 
was a little acquainted with the E 85 
tian language, he thus expoſtulated 
with him in that tongue: Dear Sir, 
is if you are poſſeſſed of the leaſt grain 
a- of humanity, I ſincerely beg that you 
if- would have ſome compaſſion upon ſo 
n- divine a creature; pay ſome regard, 
d: | beſeech you, to the weakneſs of her 
ſex, How can you ule ſo cruelly a 
hdy, who is one of nature's maſter- 
pieces, and who lies weeping at your 
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feet for forgiveneſs, having no ber 


recourſe than her tears for her defence? | 


Wnar! exclaimed the jealous-pa- 
ted fellow, are you too one of her gal- 
lants? I ſhall immediately fully revenge 
myſelf on thee. Thus ſaying, he left 
the lady, in whoſe hair he had twiſted 


his fingers before, furiouſly ſeizes his 


lance, and uſes his utmoſt efforts to bu- 


ry it in the ſtranger's boſom: Zadig, 
however, being cool, eaſily warded the 
5 intended blow. He catched hold of 

| his lance towards the point. One ſtrove 


to recover it, and the other to make 
himſelf maſter of it by force. In the 


conteſt they broke it. Upon which 


the Egyptian drew his ſword. Zadig 
did the ſame: they fought: the for- 
mer made a vaſt number of raſh paſſes 
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without ſoppin g. which the later cle- 
verly parried. The lady ſeated her- 
ſelf upon a graſs-plat, adjuſting her 
bead - dreſs, and looking on the com- | 
batants. Zadig was not ſo ſtrong as 
the Egyptian, but then he was more a- 
lert and nimble. The former fought 
as a man whoſe hand was guided by 
bis head; the latter as a madman, who 
dealt about his blows at random. Za- 
dig took the advantage, made a plunge 


© Wat him, and diſarmed him. And foral- 

f much as he found that the Egyptian | 
vas more enraged than ever, and tri- 
© Wed frequently to lay him on the ground 
1e 


by dint of ſtrength, Zadig laid faſthold 
of him, flew upon him, andtripped up 
Ins heels: then holding the point of 

his ſword to his breaſt, like a man of 
honour, gave him his life. T has over- fo 
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* throw firing the Eghptian with . 
whoſe paſſion was quite uncontrouled, 
he drew his dagger, and wounded 
his generous antagoniſt like a coward, 

Zadig was greatly incenſed at this un- 
expected action, and immediately plun. 
ged his ſword deep into his heart, 
The Egyptian groaned in a dreadful 
manner, and expired upon the. ſpot, 
The victor then drew near to the la. 
dy, and with a kind of concern, in 
the tendereſt terms told her, that he 
was obliged to kill her inſulter, though 
much againſt his will. I have aven- 
ged your cauſe, and freed you from 
the tyranny of the moſt brutiſſi of 
men. Now, Madam, inform me of p 
your farther will and pleaſure with 
me. Lou ſhall die, you villain !. you 
have ſlain my love. Oh! I could teat 


2 4 % og 
you to pieces. Indeed, Madam, ſuid 
EZadig, you had one of the moſt fiery 
lovers 1 ever beheld. He beat you 
ery. unmercifully, and would have 
led me, becauſe I came to your aid. 
wiſh he was but alive to beat me a- 
ain, faid the, weeping and 5ghing; | 
e had juſt reaſon for ſo doing. His 
alouſy was but too well width ion | 
vould to God that he had beat me, 
d you had periſtied rather than him? 
heſe words greatly ſurpriſed Zadig, 
ſho became very much exaſperated. 
cally, Madam, ſaid he, you affume 
Ich extravagant airs, that you tempt 
e, handſome as you are, to give you 
lincere drubbing match in my turn; 
tIfeorn to have any thing more to 
with you. Thus faying, he remoun- 
i his mamas} and made the beſt 
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of his way towards the village: but 
before he had advanced an hundred 
h yards, he returned uponan outcry that 
was made by four couriers from Baby. 
lon. They rode full ſpeed. As ſoon. 
28 one of them ſaw the young widow, 
he cried out, There ſhe is; that is ſhe. 
She perfectly anſwers the deſcription 
we had of her. They took not the 
leaſt notice of her dead gallant, but 
immediately ſecured her. Oh! Si, 
ſhouted ſhe frequently to Zadig, dear 
Sir, moſt generous ſtranger, once more 
deliver me from a pack of villains. | 
humbly beg pardon for my late unge 
nerous behaviour to you. Aſſiſt me 
at this critical conjuncture, and I ſhall 
be your moſt obedient ſlave till death. 
Zadig had now no inclination to en- 
danger his life for one who was ſo un- 
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deſerving. Find ſome other to be your 
Woo! now; Madam; you ſhall not dupe 
me a ſecond. time; I am now better 

aequainted with your tricks. Beſides, 
he had received a wound, and bled ſo 
faſt that he himſelf ſtood in need of al- 
tance : and probably the appearance 
of the Babylonian couriers, who were 
ſent by King Moabdar, might greatly 
diſturb him. He haſtened as faſt as 
vflible towards the village, not being 
ble to conceive what could be the 
teaning « of the Babylonifh officers ſecu- 
ngtheyoung widow; andasmuch ata 
ols, at the ſame time, what conſtructi- 


n to ut upon her ridiculous behavi- 
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gyoptian village before menti. 
oned, he was immediately ſurrounded 
by a vaſt croud of people, who: ſhout- 
ed out, See! ſce! there 18 the man 
who carried of the handſome. Jady 
Mi/ ouf, and murdered. Cletofis,. .. Gen 
tlemen, ſaid he, Heaven forhid chat! 
ſhould even ſo much as think of the 
carryin g off thelady you mention; ; the 
is too coquetiſh. And as for Cletofis, | 
did not murder him, but killed him 
in my own defence. He did all in his 
Power to rob me of my life, becauſe 


beſdught him not to beat the hand- 
ſome Mifouf, whom he treated very 
barbaroufly. Tam a ſtranger, come bi- 
ther to ſeek an aſy lum, and it is very 
improbable, that, upon my firſt en- 
trance into a coun try, where 1 came \ 


forſafety and protection, I ſhould com- 
mit ſuch a heineus crime, as th at of 
clandeſtinely brech a (Hig in or- 
der to „ his N EY 
41 that time s 3 the 
character of being humane and juſt. 
The populace, it is true, carried Zadig 
o priſon; but not till the bleeding of 
Ins wounds was ſtopped, and the two 
ſuppoſed delinquents examined ſepa- 
ately, in order to diſcover, if poſſible, 
he real truth. They acquitted Zadig 
ech charge of wilful and premodita - 
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ted murder; but as he had killed x 

ſubject, though in his own defence, he 

vas ſentenced to be a ſlave, as the lay 

directed. His two dromedaries were 
publickly ſold, for the benefit of the 


village; what caſh he had was diſtribu 
ted amongſt the inhabitants; and he 


; and his ſervant were expoſed to pub- 
lic, fale in the market-place. They 


were both purchaſed by Setoc, an Arg 
bian merchant; but as the valet wa 
very ſtrong, and fitter for hard labout 
than the maſter, he fetched the mol 

money. There was no. compariſon tt 


ho made between them. Zadig there 
fore was a {lave ſubordinate to his va 
let; however, they were both ſecured 
by a chain round their legs; and link 


ed in this manner they followed thei 
maſter t to his houſe. In their way thi 


4 D 1.6. WW 
cher, Zadig comforted his fellow- ſlave, 
and exhorted him to ſupport himſelf 
atiently under his misfortunes: But, 
according to cuſtom, he wiſely refle&- 
d on the chances and changes of hu- 
an life. I am now fully convinced, 
ud he, that my unlucky ſtars have 
pme malignant influence over thine; 
very occurrence of my life hitherto 
as proved very amazing and ſingular. 
ai the firſt place, I was ſentenced to die 
ou Babylon, for compoſing a few ver- 
8 in praiſe of his Majeſty, my ma- 
er, Then I narrowly eſcaped being 
angled, for the Queen his royal con- 
t's ſpeaking a little too much in my 
our; and here Tam become a ſlave 
ith thyſelf, becauſe a barbarous fel- 

w of a huſband would threſh his 

fe, Notwithſtanding all this, mr 
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friend, let us proceed .conrageouſly 


them barbarouſly, he could not expel 


but his thoughts were more taken U 


at mo great diſtance from the deſert! 
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let us not be abaſhed; probably all th 
may turn out to our goed. Theſe! 

-rabian merchants muſt havellaves, ant 
hy ſhould: not you and I, who are ni 
more than men, be flaves as thouſand 
of others are? Our maſter may nd 
prove inexorable! If he was to u 


that they ſhould do his work. | 
this manner did he talk to his comrad: 


about the Vert 6f "BA 1 


a bsgge ings two * aft 
wil for Arabia Deſerta, with | 
Faves and his camels. His tribe live 


b. It was a long and tedious | je 
uey; * "Setoe — a muſe. 


* 


#44 
greater regard to Zadig's valet than 
to himſelf; becauſe the former was a- 
bler to load the camels; and therefore 
what little diſtinctions were made; they 
were in his favour. One of the ca- 
mels happening to die on the road, the 
load which it carried was immediate 
ly divided, and given to the ſlaves to 
carry; Zadi 14 had his ſhare. Setcc could 
not forbear laughing” to ſee his ſlaves 
couching under their heavy load. 
Zadig took the liberty to explain the 
reaſon thereof; and convinced him of 
the laws of the equilibrium. When 
Setoc heard him talk thus philoſophi- 
a Vifcally, he looked upon him more fa- 
U"Yrourably than he had done at firſt. 
When Zadig ſaw that he had excited 
his curioſity, he redoubled it, by in- 
tructing him in ſeveral material points, 


= #24 1% 


which were in ſome meaſure advanta- 
geous to him in his way of buſineſs: 


ſuch as, the ſpecific weight of metals, 
and other commodities of different 


kinds, of an equal bulk; the properties 
of various uſeful animals, and the moſt 


efficacious means to render ſuch as 


were wild tame by degrees, and fit for 


| ſervice. In a word, Zadig's maſter re. 


garded him as a perfect oracle. He 
now thought the maſter the much bet. 


ter man of the two: He behaved kind. 


ly. to kim, and had no cauſe to repent 
of his uſing him ſo civilly. 7 


Wuxx they arrived at the end of 


their journey, Setoc's firſt buſineſs was 


to claim a debt of five hundred ounces 
of ſilyer of a Je, who had borrowed 


x 


4 
{ 


4 
18 
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but both of them were now dead; and 
3: the Few knowing very well that he 
i; could not be caſt for want of evidence, 
n+ N appropriated the merchant's i money to 
jez his own uſe, and returned thanks to 
of heaven for preſenting him with one 

opportunity of defrauding an Arabi- 
for Nen with impunity. Zadig being now 
become his maſter's confident, he was 
He informed of the unhappy ſituation of 
this affair. Pray, ſaid Zadig, in what 
ad. place was it that you lent that ungrate- 
ful infidel this large fum?! At the foot 
of mount Treb, ſaid the merch ant, up- 
on a large ſtone, What kind of a man, 
kad Zadig, is your debtor! He is as 
great a villain, replied Setoc, as ever li- 
ed. 80 I imagine; but, ſays Zadig, 
is he a ſmart, active man, or is he a 
_ heavy- headed fellow? He is one 
F 8 


ces 
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of the worſt of pay-maſtersin theworld, 
but the moſt chearful and ſprightly fel. 
low Jever ſaw. As Jam now acquaint- 
ed with his' character, ſaid Zadig, I beg 
that you would allow me to be one of 
your council when your cauſe comes 
do be heard. In ſhort, he ſummoned 
the Few to attend the court; where, 
| when the judge was fat, Zadig thus 
began: Thou impartial judge of this 
wn. court of equity, I am come here, in be- 
| Half of my maſter, to demand of the 
defendant five hundred ounces of fil- 
ver, which he refuſes to pay, denying 
that ever he borrowed it. Are your 
witneſſes preſent, friend, to prove the 
loan? ſaid the judge. No, they are 
dead; but there is a large ſtone till 
ſubſiſting, on which the caſh was rec 
Eoned out; and if your excellence 
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will be ſo kind: as to order the ſtone to 
be brought into court, I make not the 
leaſt doubt but the evidence it will 
give will be ſufficient proof of the fact. 
I beg that your excellence will order, 
that the Few and myſelf ſhall be obli- 
ged to attend the court, till the ſtone 
arrives, and I ſhall immediately order 
it to be brought hither, at my maſter's 


: expence. The judge granted his re- 
he n and eule another cauſe. - 
fil- | 

2 | "Au that day? 'obuſinef 1 g fniſh- 
"5Y ed, the judge aſked Zadig, if his fone 
: witneſs was yet arrived. If your ex- 
the RH 3; 
wa cellency waits till it appears, ſaid the 


Gal Jew with a ſneer, you will not leave 

the court before this time to-morrow 3 

for it is upwards of ſix miles diſtant 

from this, and will require hfteen men 
ab 


n : 
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to remove it from its place. Very 


well, replied Zadig, I informed your 


excellence that the ftone would be a 


very material evidence. Since the de- 


fendant knows ſo well where the ſtone 
lies, he tacitly confeſſes, that it was up- 


on that ſtone the money was told out 
to him. The Few being thus unex- 
pectedly confuted, preſently acknow- 
ledged the debt. As a puniſhment for 
his villainy, the judge cauſed him to 


be bound faſt to the ſtone, without 
victuals or drink, till the money ſhould 
be paid, which he did not long delay 
to do. This remarkable trial made 
_ Zadig and the ſtone · witneſs be much 


talked of through äll Arabia. 
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HIS unexpected good fucteſs 


. _ greatly delighted Setec, who not 
long after made Zadig his favourite 
companion and confident z he found 


him as uſeful inthe managementof his 


affairs, as King Moabdar had before done 
in the adminiſtration of his government; 
and happy it was for Zadig chat Setoc 
was unmarried. 


; | He difobveted, that his maſter was 
very benevolent, ſtrictly honeſt, and 
had good natural parts. It gave Za- 
dig not a little uneaſinefs to think that 

SS. -: 


2.IS 
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ſo ſenſible a man ſhould worſhip a 
whole hoſt of created, though heaven- 
ly bein gs, that is to ſay, the ſun, moon, 
and ſtars, that being the antient cu- 
ſtom of the Arabians. 1 


Hx at firſt talked. very cautiouſly 
to his maſter on ſo important a topic. 
But in a little time he boldly declared 
to him, that they were created bodies, 
as others, th ough leſs brilliant, and 
that they were no more worthy of a- 
doration than the meaneſt ſtock or 
ſtone. But, ſaid Setoc, they are ever- 
laſting beings, to whom we owe all our 
earthly bleſſings; nature is animated 
by them; they regulate the ſeaſons; 
in ſhort, they are at ſo great a diſtance 
from us, that we fhould be vaſtly to 


n. if we lid not ee them. 


1 .& 
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You are more obliged to the waters 


of the Red Sea, ſaid Zadig, which bring 


fuch precious commodities into the . 


Indies. For what reaſon, I beſeech 
you, ſhould not they be reckoned as 
antient as the ſtars? And if their pro- 


your adoring them, why do you not 
alſo pay adoration to the land of the 
Gangarides, which lies in the utmoſt 
extremities of this earthly globe? No, 
ſaid Setoc, the ſtars are ſo much more 


abſolutely impoſſible for a man to Us- 
ſiſt from ne chem. 3 9 8 

: 3 the evening, Zadg phos a 
long row of candles in the front of 


Ss 


digious diſtance is. the chief reaſon of 


brilliant than you ſpeak of, that it is 


his tent, where his maſter and he were 
to ſup that night: and when he ſa w 
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bim coming towards the door, he fel 
proſtrate on his knees before the wax 
Hghts, and thus addreſſed them: O 
ye eternal, ever-ſhining" luminaries, 
be always favourable to your votary. 
He ſpoke theſe words very loud, that 
Setoc, might hear them, and then feat- 
ed himſelf at the table, feeming not to 
| obferve his maſter. How! cried: Setoc, 
not a little ſurpriſed: at his conduct, 
art thou at thy prayers before ſupper 
My devotion, Sir, Was juſt as incon- 
ſiſtent as yours is; I paid adoration 
to theſe candles, not ſomuch as think- 
ing on their makers, on yourſelf, who 


are my moſt e friend and pro- 


. | 


| Sxroc took thehint, and was con- 


ſcious of the reproof that was ſo 


A ri ke, proj _ popw_mrwy 


B A D I 6. roy. 
genteely hid under à vail. His mind 
became enlightened by his ſlave's ſu- 
perior wiſdom; and ever after he kef- 
ſened his adoration to thoſe created 
beings, worſhipping: alone the Almigh- 
eee | 


er this 1 5 0 there was an a- 
boininablo cuſtom obſerved through 
ll Arabia, originally brought from 
Seythia; which having been counte- 
nanced by the bigotted Brachmans, 
threatened to fpread its infection o- 

5 ver all the Eaft. If a married man 
happened to die, his affectionate wi- 
dow, in order to be eſteemed a ſaint, 
was obliged to throw herſelf headlong 
upon her buſband's funeral - pile. This 
Vas called a folemn feſtival, and had 
J thetitle of the Widows Sacrifice, That. 
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tribe. was reckoned the moſt famous 


Which could boaſt of the greateſt num. 
ber of burnt-widows. Juſt at this 


juncture died an Arabian, of the tribe 
of Setoc, and Almona, his widow, who 


was a noted devotee, publithed | the 


day, nay, the very hour, that ſhe de- 
ſigned to throw herſelf, (agreeable to 


the common cuſtom) on her deceaſed 


ſpouſe's tuneral-pile, and be attended 
by a concert of trumpets and other 
inſtruments. 2 adig remonſtrated to 
his maſter, what a barbarous cuſtom 
this was, and how directly repugnant 


to human nature; by ſuffering young 
: widows almoſt daily. to become 1elt- 


murderers; when they. might be ve- 
"4 ſerviceable to the nation, either by 


| the addition of new ſubjects, or. by 
the education of BY as required their 


n care. and 50 arguing "ay | 
riouſly With Setoc for ſome time, he 
at laſt obliged him to own, that the 
abſurd cuſtom then obſerved, ought, 
if poſlible, to be aboliſhed. Setoc repli- 
ed, It is now upwards of a thoufand 
years ſince the Arabian widows were 
firſt indulged with the privilege of 
dying with their huſbands; and how 
all any one dare to abrogate a law 
it has been of ſuch long ſtanding ? | 
an anything be more inviolable than 
ven an antient error? But, anſwered 
Ladig, reaſon is of a more antient 
ate than the cuſtom you plead for: 
et it be your buſineſs to acquaint 
de chiefs of your tribes with theſe 
ntiments, and in the interim I ſhall 
and ſound the widow's inclinati- 
Ws 


" F 


120 re. 


ä and having inſinuated himſelf into her 


beauty a little, after urging what 1 
pity it was, that a young widow, poſ 
ſeſſed of fo many charms, fhonld wil- 
lingly deſtroy herſelf, for no other 
Teaſon but to mingle her aſhes witha 
deceaſed huſband; he, notwithſtand- 


nanimity and conſtancy. You had: 
very great regard, I fee, Madam, faid 


- ſhould imagine then, Madam, tha. 


Hx accordingly waited upon her, 


good graces, by. complimenting her 


ing, greatly praifed her for her mag. 


he, for your ſpouſe. Indeed Ihad not 
replied the young Arabian devote 
He behaved very barbarouſly to me, 
and was vaſtly jealous of my virtue he 
in ſhort, he was a perfect tyrant. How 
ever, in ſpight of all this, I am reſol 
ved to comply with our cuſtom. 
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ire is a kind of ſecret pleafure in 
xing burnt alive. Alas! cried Almo- | 
” fighing, i it is a ſhock indeed to na- 
re; but muſt be complied with for 
| that. 1 am a profeſſed devotee, 
dif I were to ſhew the leaſt relu@- 
ice, my reputation would be loft for 
yer; were I not to burn myſelf on 
is occaſion, I ſhould be made a per- 
et laughing-ſtock. Z adig having 
vrced her freely to own, that ſhe 
arted with her life more out of re- 
ard to what. the world would think 
{ her, and out of pride and oftentati- 
u, than any real regard fhe had for 
te deceaſed, he talked: to her a long 
me ſo rationally, and uſed ſo many 

revailing arguments with her to juf. 
fy her due regard for the life which 
ewas going willingly to throw away, 


— 


1 


ſecond huſband. 8 1 


dd of her friendly et x you 
| could ſhake off this vain and barbs 


how would you diſpoſe of yourſeli! 
Really, laid the dame, with an ame 
rous glance, I am apt to think that! 


Almona, and prevailed with them i | 
make it a law for the future, that 


. | . 


nm ' HAD oe 
1 that ſhe began to chan ge her reſolu- 


tion, and inſenſibly became enamour- 


rons notion, Madam, ſaid Zadig, pray 


ſhould make choice of yourſelf: for 


7 


"Arrigrx had me too „ 
. on his mind to aſſent ti 
this warm declaration: however, 1 
immediately withdrew, and waited u 
pon the chiefs. He informed them 
the converſation be had juſt had wit 


widows hong; be prohibited from f 


* So 
— — 2 


ine, 113 
cificin g themſelves to their dead huſ- 
bands, till after they had admitted 
ſome young men to converſe with 
them in private for a whole hour to- 
rether. The law was paſſed accord- 
ugly, and ever ſince that period, this 
uſtom has not been put in practice 
y one widow throughout all Arabia. 
o Zadig alone were the Arabian 
mes obliged for the abolition, in 
ne hour, of ſo barbarous a cuſtom, - 
at had been obſeryed for ſo long a 
ace of time: They therefore ever 
ter regarded him a as their moſt gre | 
an benefaktor. „ y Wk AER! > Uh + 
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| The Evxine: s ExTzSTAINMENT: 

AD G's * wha would 
7 never go out without his conkh: 
| dent, in whom he imagined all will; 
dom centered, determined to makt 
him accompany him to a fair at By 
Zora, whither the moſt wealthy mer 
chants of every nation: generally r6 
ſort, It gave Zadig much pleaſu 
to behold ſo prodigious. a croud « 
rich tradeſmen from all countries me 
together in one place. It ſeemed! 
him as if all the world was but on 


great family, and all happily aſſemble 
at this fair. On the ſecond day, | 


*® 4A ®D 6 115 
at down to table with an Egyptian, 


aving made ſeveral voyages towards 


1 


Wiſcourſe freely, and to be mutually 
4; 


us place is this Balzora, exchimed 
e, where they refuſe to lend me a 
douſand ounces of gold, upon the 


d t 
ON 
ble 


ould depoſit as a pledge for the ſum 
u mention? The Egyptian anſwers 


an Indian, who dwelt on the banks 
f the Ganges, an inhabitant of Ca- 
hay, a Grecian, a Celt, and avaſt num 
ter of other foreigners, who by their 


e A/ abian gulf, knew ſo much of 
ie Arabic tongue as to be able to. 


derſtood. The Egyptian ſeemed 
ey much enraged: What a ridicu- 
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lt ſecurity that can poſſibly be of- 
red. May I be fo bold as to en- 
re, ſaid Setoc, what it is that vou 
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who was one of the handſomeſt wo. 
men I ever beheld. She accompani- 
ed me every where; but alas! ſhe 
died in her way to this fair. I have 
been ſo careful of it, that no mumm 
whatever can equal it: and was I bu 
" mt home, I could be ſupplied wit 
what ſum ſoever 1 pleaſed, were I di 
| Poſed to mortgage it. I am great f 
amazed that nobody here will advanc 
ſo ſmall a ſum upon ſo ineſtimable 
commodity. Having thus vente 
his reſentment, he was going to c 
up a fine boiled pullet, upon which, 
he deſigned to ſup, when an Indi 
ſtopped him, faying, with great co 
cern, Good God, Sir, what are y0 
doing ? Why, replied the Egyptian, 
intend to eat a bit of this fowl. 
rareful, faid the Indian, what you ＋ 
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Probably your deceaſed aunt's ſoul 
has fled into that very pullet; and 1 
are ſay you would not run the riſk of 


* 


doubtedly a ſcandalous outrage done 
0 nature, to boil a fowl. Pſhaw! 
N 
viling of a fowl, and flying in the 
ce of nature, haſtily cried the Eg yp- 
an; though we Egyptians worſhip 
be ox, yet we can eat as heartily as 
ny body of a piece of roaſt beaf. 
What, Sir, ſaid the Indian, are your 
puntrymen really ſo fooliſh as to pay 
ine adoration to an ox? You may 


devouring your aunt. It is un- 


hat a pother you make about the 


ink what you pleaſe, replied the o- 
her, but the Egyptians have made the 
i the principal object of their wor- 
8 for more than an hundred and 
wire thouſand years, not ſo much 12 
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in your calculation; for it is no more 


India was firſt inhabited. I am very 
certain that we are a more antient 


prohibited the eating of beef long be. 
fore your nation ever raiſed an alta 


upon a ſpit. What a racket 5c 


the Egyptian. Inform us, I beſeec 
Von, of the wondrous feats that hav 
been performed by your boaſted Br: 
ma. Why, replied the Braman, h 

Vas the firſt who taught his votarieſport 
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as one of them making the leaſt objec 
tion to do ſo. How! cried the Indian, iſ 
an hundred and thirty-five thouſand 
years! You muſt certainly be miſtaken 


than about eighty thouſand years ſince 
people than you are, and our Bran 


in bonour of the ox, or ever put one 


make about your Brama Ought he 
to be compared to our Apis? faic 


tt 
ave 
ö w 
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jo read and write; and to him alone —_— 
s the world indebted for the famous #0 
game of Cheſs, That is a groſs miſ- 
bake, Sir, cried a Chaldean, who ſatĩñ 
vithin hearing: we owe all theſe 1 
great bleſſings to the fiſh Oannes; and 1 
o it alone we ought to pay divine a- 
loration. Every one will inform 
ſou, that it was a divine being, whoſe 
ul was pure gold, that he he had a 
| cad like that of a man, though in- 
need the features were far more beau- 
ful; and that he deigned to viſit the 
arth thrice a day, for the inſtruction 
{ mankind, It is univerſally known 
bat he had a numerous iſſue, and all 
chem were mighty ſovereigns. I 
we a picture of it in my poſſeſſion,* 
which, as in duty I ought, I every 


orning and evening lay my prayers. 


lu thouſand centuries backwards. Thi 


411206 2 A D 1 6. 6 
I dare ſay, Sir, there is no harm ini 
eating a piece of roaſt beef; but it is 1 

undoubtedly a heinous crime to touch 

a piece of fiſh. Beſides, you cannot 

juſtly boaſt of ſo iluſtrions an origin, 

and you are both of you mere mo- 
derns, when put in competition with 
us Chaldeans. You Egyptians lay claim 
to no more than one hundred and thir 
ty-fivethouſand years, and) you Indian 
only to eighty thouſand. But we 
have almanacks that are dated fou 


you may depend upon; it is a reifen 
fact; do you therefore renounce yo 
errors, and I will preſent each of yo 
with a beautiful portrait of our Cat 


: N. „ ner 
AVE of Canbalu having bearGþens 
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all this converſation, thus ſpoke: 35 Y 3 1 
not only greatly revere the Egyptians, i 
as well as the Chaldeans, Greeks, and [0 
i Ce/tz; but I have alſo a great regard F 1 
for Brama, Apis, and the Oannes. KY 
however, I am of opinion, that the i 
Li*, or the Tien, as it is called by 

ſome people, 1s more worthy of ado- 1 
ration than any ox or fiſh, notwith- 4 
MWianding their ſo-much boaſted per- Fil 
fections. All I ſhall ſay, in regard to 

my native country, it is of much 

greater extent than all Egypt, Chaldea, 
and the Indies put together. I ſhall 

lay no ſtreſs upon the antiquity of 

my 1 for 1 inen. it is of 


* Theſe are two Chineſe words the for- 
ner of which hgnifies, properly ſpeaking» 
atural light, or n z the Is the Hea- 
calens, or God. b 


F 
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wee greater importance to be the 


Hhappieſt people, than the moſt antient 


under the ſun. However, ſince you 
were talking of almanacks, I muſt 
make free to ſay, that ours are looked 
upon to be the beſt through all 4/ a; 
and that we had a great inany very 
correct ones before the art of arith- 
metic was ever heard of in Chaldea. 


WHAT a parcel of illiterate, igno⸗ 
rant bigots! exclaimed a Grectan: It 
is evident you know nothing of 

the chaos, and that the world, as it 
now ſtands, is owing entirely to Mat- 
ter and Form, The Greet thus ha: 
rangued far a long time; but a Cel 
at laſt interrupted him, who having 
drank rather freely, during the whole 
time of the debate, imagined himſel 


CY 


goniſts; and ſwearing a dreadful 
oath, he inſiſted, that all their Gods 
were nothing, when compared with 
che Teutath, or the miſletoe on the oak. 


© without ſome of it in my pocket. 


As to my anceſtors, they were Scy- 
thians, and the only men worth talk- 
ing of in the univerſe. ' They would 
ſometimes, I own, make a meal of 
cheir countrymen, but that ought not 


to be urged as any objection to his 


you, or all of you, ſhall dare to ſpeak 
12] difreſpe&fully of Teutath, I will de- 
fend its cauſe as long as 1 have a drop 
ingly of blood in my body. The quarrel 
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For my part, added he, I am never 


country; and, in a word, if any of 


grew warmer. and warmer, and Seta 
— that the table would be over 
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the Cathayian, he being more cool 
and ſedate than all the reſt. TO con- 
clude, he addreſſed them all in gene- 
neral terms, to this or the like effect: 
My dear friends, you have been diſ- 
puting all this while about an impor- 
tant topic, in which, it is evident, 


—gZu— 2 U—äůä3—ä: 
gs — 


"on 4 A D 1 . 
e turned, WEEK that lood:thed would 


enſue. Zadig, Who had been ſilent 
during all this controverſy, at laſt got 


up, and thus addreſſed the Colt, in the 
firſt place, as being the moſt turbu- 
lent and outrageous. Your opinion 


of this matter, Sir, is very juſt: ob- 
lige me, if you pleaſe, with a bit of 


he praiſed the Grecian's eloquence, 
and, in ſhort, ſoftened in the moſt IM | 


artful manner all the contending par- 
ties. He ſaid not much, it is true, to 
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b you are all unanimouſſy agreed. Up- 
on this they all cried out that they 
were not. Why, ſaid he to the paſ- 
ſionate Celt, is it not true, that you 
do not in effect adore this milletoe, 
but that Being to whom the miſletoc 
and the oak, to which it is ſo cloſely 
united, owe their growth? Undoubt- 
edly, Sir, anſwered the Cell. And in 
your venerable Apis, Sir, ſaid he to 
the Egyptian, do not you revere the 
almighty Author of every ox's be- 
ing? Fes, Sir, replied the Egyptian. 
The great Oannes, though the King 
of the ſea, added he, muſt yield to that 
Power who created the ſea, as well 
as every fiſh that ſwims therein. We 
1 allow it, ſaid the Chaldean.. | The In- 
r. dian, adds he, and the Cathayian, ac- 
t, knowledge one. Supreme Being, or 
g 1 
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155 firſt cauſe, as wellas you. What that 
venerable and worthy gentleman'the 
Grecian has advanced, is, I confeſs, ra- 


ther above' my weak com preh enſion, 
but I am fully convinced, that he will 


allow there is an almighty Power on 


whom his favourite Matter and Form 


depend. The Grecian, who was eſ- 


teemed the wiſeſt among them, grave- 
ly ſaid, that Zadig had juſtly conſtru- 
ed his meaning. Now, gentlemen, ! 
appeal to you all, faid Zadig, whether 
| you are not every one unanimous in 
the preſent debate, and whether there 
are any juſt grounds for the leaſt di- 
viſions or animoſities amongft you. 


The wholecompany now become quite. 


peaceable and quiet, immediately ca- 


reſſed him; and Setoc, having diſpo- 


ſed of all bis merchandize at a good 


In 
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pfice, took his friend Zadig home 
with him to the land of Horeb. Up- 
their. amiwal, they were told that 
a proſecution had been carried on a- 


gainſt Zadig, while he was abſent, 


and that he was condemned to be 
burnt alive before a ſlow lire, 


. eee L 1 r 


CHAP. Xl. 
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J 'U RIN G the time that Zidig 


tron Setoc, the Prieſts of the Stars were 
reſolved to puniſh him. Since they 


were entitled to all the rich jewels 


and other coſtly decorations belong- 
ing to the young widows who ſacri- 
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was at Balzora with his pa- 
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ficed themſelves on their huſbands 
funeral-piles, it is not amazing that 


they were deſirous of burning poor 


Zadig, for thus depriving them of 
their fees. They therefore accuſed 


| Zadig of holding heretical and dam- 
nable tenets, with reſpect to the hea- 
venly hoſt: they depoſed, that he had 
been heard to declare that the ſtars 


never ſet in the ſea. The judges 
were ſo ſhocked at this blaſphemous 


declaration, that they were ready to 


rend their gowns at the ſound of ſuch 
an impious affertion ; and had Zadig 


heen a man of ſubſtance, they would 
| have made him pay wad ſeverely for 
But in the 
height of their pity and compaſſion 
for even ſuch an infidel, they would 
not fine him in the leaſt; hut be ſatiſ- 


his heretical notions. 
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fied. with ſeeing him roaſted alive be- 

fore a flow fire. Zadig's maſter, 

though without hopes of ſucceſs, did 

all in his power to ſave his faithful 

friend and confident from ſo dreadful 

a death; but they would pay no re- 
gard to his remonſtrances, and obliged 
nim to hold his tongue. The young 
vidow Almona, who was now not. on- 
ly pleaſed with living a little longer, 
but had ſome taſte for the pleaſure of 
life, and knew that ſhe was entirely 
indebted to Zadig for it, reſolved, if 
poſſible, to free her benefactor from 
being burnt, as he had before con- 
vinced her of the folly of it in her 
e caſe. She ſeriouſly reflected upon 
n this important affair, but never ſpoke 
d Jof it to any body. The day follow- 
. ing Zadig was to receive bis punaſſs-- 
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ment; and ſhe had only a few hours 
to put her project in execution. This 


benevolent and amiable widow there- 


fore thus behaved on this A oe. 
| eaten. 3 | 


5 Sur art beſtowed upon herſelf the 
moſt fragrant perfumes; then ſhe dreſt 


hBerſelf tothe utmoſt advantage to make 


her charms as conſpicuous as poſſible; 
and thus ſumptuoully attired, ſhe de- 
manded a private audience of the High 
Prieſt of the Stars. When ſhe appear- 


=” ed before him, ſhe thus addreſſed him: 


I come to confeſs myſelf before thee, 
O thou firſt-born and well-beloved ſon 


a of the Great Bear, Brother of the Bull, 


and firſt couſin to the Dog; (for ſuch 
were the high Pontiff's titles) my con- 
ſcience is my accuſer, and I am very 
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much afraid I have committed a moſt 
heinous crime, by declinin g the ſtated 2 
cuſtom of burning myſelf on my hu- 
ſband's funeral pile. Icannot imagine 
what could make me deſirous of pro- 
longing my life, I, who am become a 
perfect ſkeleton, quite deformed and 
wrinkled. Having thus ſpoke, ſhe 
pauſed, and pulling off her long filk. 
loves with a negligent but artful air, 
e diſplayed a ſoft, plump, naked arm, 
and white as ſhow. You ſee, Sir, re- 
ſumed ſhe, how all my charms are bla- 
led. Blaſted! ia panes laid the laſci- 
fiſtleſs ears His Rb ot 
with which he kiſſed her hand, confir- 
med their power: Really, Madam, cri- 
ed he, I never beheld ſo beautiful an 
arm before. Alas! ſaid the widow 
* 6 


* 
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ma deſtly bluſhing, my arm, Sir, it is 


probable, may have the advantage of 
any hidden part; but ſee, good fa- 


ther, what a neck is here; as yellow as 


ſaflron, An. object not worth regard- | 


ing. Then ſhe diſplayed a white, 
| panting boſom, which ſeemed to be 
nature's maſter-piece. A roſe-bud, on 
anivory ball, would, if compared with 
ber ſpotleſs. whiteneſs, look as bad as 
2 common madder upon a ſirub; and 
the whiteſt- wool, were ſhe but pre- 
ſent, would ſeem. quite brown. 


"1 


HER neck, her large black, ſpark- 
ling eyes, that languiſhingly rolled, and 
appeared to be on fire; her beautiful 
cheeks, glowing with white and red, 
ber noſe, that reſembled the tower of 
mount Lebanon, her lips, which were 
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like two borders of coral, incloſing two: 
rows of the beſt pearls in the Arabian ſea; 
ſuch a combination, I ſay, of charms, 
made the old Pontiff imagine the: 
was ſcarce twenty years old; and was 
in a kind of flutter, to make her a de- 
claration of his tender regard for her. 
When the widow ſaw him ſo much e- 
namoured, ſhe begged his intereſt in 
Ladig” s favour. Really, my lovely crea- 
ture, my intereſt alone would be but a 
mall compliment; Iſhall alſo take care 
to hav e his acquittance figned by. three 
more of my brother prieſts. Do vou, 
k- However, ſaid Almona, ſign firſt. That 
nd {will this moment, replied the amorous 
Pontif, on condition, my beloved, that 
you will be kind. You confer too great. 
an honour upon me, ſaid Almona, but 
you ſhould trouble yaurſelf ſo much 
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as to wait upon me in the evening, 
when the ſtar $heat begins to twinkle 
on the horizon, you ſhall find me, moſt 


holy father, repoſedupon arofy-colour- 


ed ſopha, where you ſhall uſe your plea- 
fure with yourdevoted ſervant. Thys 
fayin g, ſhe curtſeyed, took up Zadig's 
_ releaſe, which was properly ſigned, and 
withdrew from the old dotard, perfect. 
ly enamoured, though vaſtly diffident 
of his own abilities. He ſpent the xc: 
- mainder of the day in his bagnio; 


drinking copioully of water diſtilled 
from the cinnamon of Ceilan, and thei 


valuable ſpices of Tidor and Ternate; 
then he grew very impatient far the 
N of the brilliant Sbeat. 


n hits, Ads waited upe 
Poſes the ſecond Pontiff, He told her, that 


nat 
i 
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and all the heavenly bodies. In ſhort, 
he put the queſtion to her at once, and 
agreed to ſign upon her compliance. 
She ſuffered herſelf to be overcome by 
Jus perſuaſions, and made an aſſignati- 


, Won to meet him at a certain place, as 


Jon as the ſtar Algenib ſhould appear 
in the horizon. Then ſhe repaired to 
the third and fourth Pontiffs, being 
ery careful, wherever ſhe went, to 
ſee Zadig's acquittance duly ſigned, 
and made freſh appointments. at 928 
ing ol ſtar after ſtar. 


he fent to deſire the judges who had 


potiftat ſhe might talk with them about 
hat important affair, They immedi- 
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her eyes far outſhone the ſun, moon, 
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ER ING carried her point thus far; 


ondemned Z adig to come to her houſe, 
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ately came to her, and ſheſhewed Za: , 
dig's diſcharge to them ſigned by. four t 
different hands, informing them at the I 

ſame time, of the definitive treaty be · Ne 

tween all the contracting parties. . 

very one of the pontifical gallants punc · Nc 
tually obſerved the time ſhe had fixed; 
but how great Was their ſurprize when 

each beheld his rival! And yet they ſto 
were. {ti]l more amazed when they ſaw 
the judges, to whom the widow had 
declared all the affair. 2 adig procu: 
red an abſolute pardon „ and Almond 
artful addreſs ſo pleaſed Setoc, that he 
made her his wife the day following. 

Zadig afterwards went to return hi 

fair benefactreſs his moſt hearty thank 

. His. maſter and him took their lea 
of each other with tears in their eye: 

and vowing that they would maintall 


4 
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an eternal friendſhip between each o- 
ther; and, in ſhort, ſhould fortune at 

any time prove more propitious than 
could well be expected to either party; 
Imhe other ſhould ſhare in his good fuc-- 


AFTER this Zadig turned his ſteps 
towards Syria; continually reflecting 
n the wretched fate of the amiable 4- 
arte, and on his own ſtars, that ſo ob- 
tinately darted down their malignant 
ems, and continued. inceſſantly to 
orment him. What, faid he, to be 
ned four hundred ounces of gold for 
biking notice of a bitch that paſſed by 
nk e! To be condemned to loſe my head 
ear compoſing four trifling ver ſes as an 
1 Fulogium upon his Majeſty! Tobe up- 
tal the p poiat of being * to death; 


he 
ng; 
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becauſe aQueen thought proper tolook 
_ kindly upon me! To. be impriſoned, 
and publickly fold as a flave, for pre. 
venting a young lady from being ſevere. 
ly thraſhed bya brute rather than a man 
And to be within an ace of bein; g burnt 
alive, for no other crime than faving 
for the future all the 47 abian widows 
: from becoming fooliſh ſacrifices, and 
mingling their aſhes with thoſe of their 
Sw N ſpouſes! Ks) 
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The FxEEBOOTER. 


N EING n tee! upon W 4 
tiers which ſeparate Arabia Peg 
træa from Syria, and paſſiug by a ve 


y ſtrong calle, ſeveral armed Arabi. 
15 ruſhed out upon him, and ſur- 
ounding him, thus ſhouted out: All 
jour effects are now become our pro- 
erty, but your perſon may be diſpo- 
d of as our ſovereign chuſes. Hear- 


ge this, Zadig immediately drew his 
15 vord, without making any reply, and 


is attendant, who was a bold fellow, 
lowed his example. Thoſe who ap- 
roached them firſt they laid breath- 
at their feet: their numbers redou- 
ed: however, ſtill Keeping up their 
irits, they both reſolved to conquer, 
r periſh in the attempt. When a 
hole gang fall upon two men, it is 
rtain the conteſt will ſoon; be at an 
ond.  Arbogad,.(fo the maſter of the 
Pephale was called) having beheld the 
veſfbole tranſaction from his windaw, | 
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and arvived: the boldneſs and wonder 
ful exploits of Zadig, took a fancy ti 
him. He immediately. therefore ran 
down, and commanding his men tc 
defiſt, delivered the two travellers out 
of their hands. I ſeize all goods an 
chattels, ſaid he, which come upon m 
territories, and whatever I find upo 
the premiſes of others is my free boo 
ty; but, Sir, as you have ſhewn your 
ſelf to be a gentleman of extraordina 
ry bravery, you ſhall prove an excej 
tion to my general rule. Thus fay 
ing, he conducted Zadig into his ſtate 
I dwelling, ordering his inferior off 
cers to ſheC him all due reſpect; an 
at night Arbegad thought proper t 
ſup with Zadig. He was one of thol 
Arabians who receive the appellatio 
of Freebooters; but a man who ſome 


0A 4K ut 
imes did good actions amongſt a thou- 
and bad ones. He plundered with- 
ut mercy, but was liberal in his be- 
factions.” When i in action heroic; 
ut in traffic eaſy enough; a perfect 

picure in his eating and drinking, an 

bolute debauchee, but vaſtly free and 
pen. He was very much taken with 

ladig; his converſation being extreme- 
chearful, prolonged their repaſt: at 
iſt Arbogad ſaid to him, I ſhould be 
xtremely glad, Sir, if you would en- 
in my troop; that is as good a ſtep 
you can poſſibly take: my profeſſi- 
off is none of the worſt; and ere long 
anFou may probably become as great a 
r (Fan as myſelf. May I be ſo bold, Sir, 
hol toaſk you one queſtion? How long, 
\tioÞay, is it ſince you firſt began to fol- 
omqp this honourable employment? 


+ 


NA 


Meng aig tw > hr 
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was only a uakdtat firſt. tos an Arabia 
who treated me very civilly; but 
could not bear to be in ſervitude. 
was diſtracted to fee, in a wide worl 
which ought to be divided fairly be 
tween mankind, that fate had reſerve 
ſo ſmall a portion for me. Tacquaint 
an old ſage Arabian with my grievane 
and he thus ſaid to me: Deſpair no 
my ſon; it once happened that thei 
Was à grain of ſand which bemoaneÞ 
a itfelf, as being nothing more than a 
inſigniſicant atom of the deſerts. 

a fo years, however, it became th 
valuable diamond which is at preſet 
the richeſt and moſt admired ornamei 
of the. Indian crown. Hearing the 0 
mam talk in this manner, Timmedia 
. with ambition, I was conſt 
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jus to myſelf that I was at that time 
e atom he mentioned, but was reſol - 
ed if poſſible to become the diamond. 1 
began with ſtealing two horſes; then 
got into a gang; where we played 
t ſmall game, and ſtopped the ſmall 
ravans. In this manner did I gradu- 
ly lefſen the vaſt diſproportion which 
here was at firſt between me and the 
ſt of mankind: 1 enjoyed not only 
y full ſhare of the good things of this 
te, but enjoyed them with uſury. E- 
ety body regarded me as a man of 
onſequence, aud I obtained this caſtle 
my martial atchievements. The 
atrap of Syria once intended to diſ- 
leſs me; but I was then become too 
) rerful to be in the leaſt afraid of : 
in; 1 gave the Satrap a certain ſum 
f money, upon condition that [ Kept . 


tte taxes that Arabia Petræa paid te 


„ 2 No e. 


| quiet poſſeſſion of my caſtle. Ialſo 281 
grandized my domains; for he appoint ii 
ed me, at the ſame time, treaſurer of 


the King of Kings. I executed m 
truſt, in every reſpect, as I ought, it 
the capacity of a collector; but I ne 
ver did, nor never deſigned to ballac 
my accompts. - 


[ 
i 
n 
b 


' 'A PETTY Satrap was ſent hither t. 
ſtrangle me, by the grand Deſterhan 
of Babylon, in the name of King Mf* 
abdar : but I got intelligence of the 
deſign, and accordingly, ordered l 
whole retinue, conſiſting of four ink 
rior officers, to be ſtrangled before l 


face, after the ſame manner as was 1 Ye 


tended for my execution. Then Lak 
N ed him what he thought che commilſ®® 


2: A; Di I: Gn 145 


fon with which he was entruſted might 
reaſonably-be valued at. He replied, 
that he imagined his premium (had he 
ſucceeded) might have amounted to 
about three hundred pieces of gold. I 
made him ſenſible, that it would be for 
his intereſt to be a commiſſioned oſſi- 
er under me; Iaccordingly appoint- 
ed him deputy Freebooter. He is 
ow not only the beſt officer, but the 
cheſt in all my court. If you will 
elieve me, I ſhall enrich you as I have 
done him. Never was there more bu- 
neſs ſtirring ; for Moabdar is murder- 
ed, and all Babylon is in an uproar. 
That, is Moabdar dead? cried Zadig; 
then, Sir, pray where 1s now Queen 
ſtarte? I really cannot tell, anſwer- 
d Arbogad ; all I know is, that Moab- 
lar became a perfect madman, and was 
G 


hei 
nie 
81 


1m! 
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| Knocked! on the head; that all the peo- 
ple in Babylon: are cutting each other's 
laid waſte; that there is ſtill an oppor 
my part, and made the moſt of it 
But the Queen, Sir, cried Zadig, 


of her. I have heard much, ſaid he 


probably ſhe has liſted herſelf among 
| his concubines, if ſhe was ſo fortunate 


Part, I keep none of them; and as te 


Fa 
In 
wi 
ae 


throats, and that the whole empire i 


tunity for makin g ſeveral bold | puſhes; 
and let me tell you, Sir, 1 have done 


would be preatly obliged to you il 
you could inform me what 1 Is become 


about a certain prince of Hyrcania 


as to eſcape the reſentment of thoſe po 
pular tumults; but I trouble myſell 
more with the highway than with new: 
J have taken a great many ladies pri 
ſoners in my excurſions; but, for m 
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fach as are handſomer than ordinary, 
make the beſt market I can of them, 
without troubling myſelf who they 
are. Their quality and titles Will fetch 
no price at all; a queen, if ſhe be not 
pretty, is of no value. I do not doubt 
Sir, but what I have diſpoſed of the 
lady myſelf; and it is alſo very proba- 
ble; that ſhe is dead before this time; 
it is no concern of mine; and I may 
almoſt venture to ſwear that it is not 
of the leaſt importance to you. Then 
he drank ſo hard, and confounded his 
ideas in ſucha manner, that Zadig was 
not one whit the wiſer. Upon which 
be was ſtruck dumb, confounded, and 
MY food as motionleſs as a ſtatue. In the 
1 meantime, Arbogad {willeddown whole 
bumpers, told abundance of merry ſto- 
nes, and frequently ſwore that he was 

G2 | 


ths; MIDOY of mortals; adviting 
Zadig to be as jocoſe and thought. he 
leſs as himſelf. The fumes of the 
liquor at length quite overcoming 
him, he fell faſt aſleep. Zadig paſſed 
the remainder of the night in deep con- I ter 
templation, and in all the uneaſineſs of 
mind imaginable. Alas! cried he, the I f; 
King firſt turned mad, and then was Hin 
aſſaſſinated. I think Ihave juſt ground ge 
for complaint. The whole empire is 
in confuſion, and torn to pieces, and 
this Freebooter lives as happily as if he 
were a King. O Fortune! O Fate! a or 
highwayman as happy as a ſovereign! 
and the moſt amiable creature that e- 
ver exiſted has ſuffered, perhaps, an ig. 
nominious death, or probably is in a 
Rate of life infinitely worſe than death 
itſelf! O Afarte/ what art thou become! 
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Wu day-light began to appear, 


he went out, and enquired at every per- 


ſon he ſa w if they could give him any in- 
formation about her: but the whole 
gang were ſo buſied about other mat - 


ters, that they would not return him a- 


ny anſwer. During the night they had 


taken ſome freſh booty, and were buſy 


in dividing the ſpoil. All the favour 
be could procure, in their hurry and 
confuſion, was, to ſeal off without the 
leaſt examination. He took the ad- 
vantage of their remiſineſs, and moved. 
off the premiſes, but more abſorbed in 
thought than ever. 


WulLE Zadig proceeded on his 
march, he was very reſtleſs and unea- 
y. He continually ruminated on the 
wretched Aſtarte, King Moabdar, his 
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boſom-friend Cader, the happy Arbe. Nc 
gad, the fair coquet, whom the Baby- e 
loniſh courier made his priſoner on the I 
confines of Egypt; in ſhort, on the dif- ho! 
ferent ſcenes of misfortunes and difap- | ſee 


pointments, which had ſucceſſively be- On. 
fallen him. N - 
CNN e . DEFY N CEA NED of 

| g | s vil 


r 
The FISHERMAN. 
ADI having travelled ſome 
few leagues from the Free- 
booter's caſtle, found himſelf arrived 
at the banks of a ſmall river; perpe- 
tually bewailing, as he went along, 
his wretched fate, and regarding him- 
ſelf as the very picture of ill luck. 


Not far from him he ſawa fiſherman, 


reclined on a verdant bank by the ri- 
ver- ſide, trembligg, hardly able to 
hold his net in his hand, (to which he 
ſeemed to pay but very little attenti- 
on) and with uplift eyes, begging ce- 
leſtial aid. I am undoubtedly the 
moſt wretched of mortals! cried the 


poor fiſherman, I was univerſally 
known through all Babylon for ſelling 
the belt cream- cheeſes; and yet I am 


now quite undone. No man of my 
profeſſion ever had a handſomer, more 
accompliſhed houſewife, than my 
wife was; but I have been vilanouſ- 


ly robbed of her. I had ſtill left a 


poor pitiful cottage, but that I aw 


plundered and levelled with the earth. 


| am buried here! in a cell; my fiſhing 


i all have to depend upon, and L 
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have not caught ſo much as one. Un- 
lucky net! J ſhall never throw thee 
into the water again: much ſooner 
will 1 plunge myſelf into it. Having 
thus ſaid, he ſtarted up, and ran to the 
river- ſide, like one that was fully de · 
termined to throw himſelf in, and get 
rid of an unhappy life at once. What, 
eried Zadig, is there then a being 
more miferable than myſelf? His be. 
nevolence, and willingneſs to ſave the 
poor man's life, was as quick as the 
reflexion he had juſt made: he flew 
to his aſſiſtance, laid hold of him, and 
civilly enquired the reaſon of his raſh 
deſign. It is an antient ſaying, that a 
perſon: is leſs unhappy when he ſees 
himſelf not fingular in misfortune. 
But if we may believe Zoroaſter, this 
is not from a principal of malignity, 


1 


ere 
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but the effect of a fatal neceſſity. He 


was attracted, as it were, to any per- 
ſon in diſtreſs, as being one in the ſame 
wretched circumſtances. The tranſ- 


port of a happy man would be a kind 


of inſult; but two perſons in adver- 


ſity reſemble two weak and tender 


ſhrubs, which, by ſupporting each o- 


ther, withſtand the ſtorm. Where 


fore are you thus diſheartened ? ſaid 
Zadig to the hiherman. Never link, 
man, -under the weight of your bur- 
den. I cannot help it, ſaid the poor 
hiherman ; I have not now the leaſt 


proſpect of bettering my fortune. Not 


long ſince, Sir, I was the principal 

man of the whole village of Derlbach, 

near Babylon, where I lived, and with 

my ſpouſe's aſſiſtance made the beſt 

cream. a-checſes that were ever eaten in 
$5 
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the Perſian empire. They were great⸗ 
ly commended by the Queen Aſtarte, 
and Zadig, the celebrated prime - mi- 
niſter. The court had above ſix hun- 

\ dred of them from me, and I went 
thither lately in hopes of receiving 
payment for them; but before 1 en- 
tered the ſuburbs of Babylon, I heard 
that both the. Queen and Zadig had 
privately left the court: upon which 
1 went immediately to Zadig's houſe, 
though I never ſaw the man in alk my 
life. There I found the court-mar: 
ſhals of the grand Deſterham, plun- 
dering, by virtue of the King's war- 
rant, all his effects, in the moſt loyal 
manner. After beholding this ſhock- 
ing fight, I flew to her Majeſty's 
kitchen; where, applying myſelf to 
the ſteward of her houſhold, and his 
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inferior officers; one of them told me 
ſhe was dead; another, that ſhe was con- 
fined in priſon; a third, that ſhe had 
made her eſcape by flight; in a word, 

every one of them in general aſſured 
me that I would never receive pay- 
ment for my cheeſes. From thence 
Iwent, with my wife in my hand, to 
Lord Orcan's, who was another of my 
cuſtomers, whom we intreated to af- 
ford us ſhelter and protection: IT he 
favour, I own, was readily granted to 
my wife; but for my part, he would 
have nothing to do with me. The 
faireſt cheeſe Lever ſold, Sir, was not 
ſo fair as ſhe; from whence I date all 
my woes; and thered that adorned her 
cheeks far exceeded any Tyrian dye. 
And between you and I, Sir, that was 

the principal en of my wife's 

= E 6 
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reception, and my diſgrace. Then! 
wrotea melancholy letter to my wife, 
in all the agonies of one in the deepeſi 
deſpair: It is very well, ſaid ſhe to 
the meſſenger; 1 have heard of the 
man; he is celebrated for ſelling the 
beſt cream-cheeſes ; tell him to bring 
a few with him the next time he 
comes, and he may depend upon be. 
ing punctually paid. 


In this wretched ſtate, I reſolved 
to ſeek redreſs in a court of equity: 
all my gold was now ſpent but fix 
ounces; two whereof my counſellor 
received as a fee, two went to the 
lawyer who took. my cauſe in hand, 
and the othertwo tothe judge's clerk, 

Notwithſtanding all this expence, 
they never ſo much as brought my 
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cauſe to a hearing; and I had diſbur- 
ſed more money than all my cheeſes 
and my wife were worth. I there- 
fore returned again to my native ha- 
bitation, fully determined to {ell it for 

my ſpouſe's ranſom. 


My ſmall WY with the appur- 
tenances, were worth about ſixty oun- 
ces of gold: but as the purchaſers _ 
found I was neceſſitous, and drove to 
my laſt ſhifts; the firſt to whom I. ap- 
plied offered me thirty ounces; the 
x} fecond, twenty; and the third, no 
more than ten. When I had come 
cM to terms of accommodation with one, 
the Prince of Hyrcama came to Baby- | 
bon, and ſwept all before him. My 
little cottage, with all its furniture, 
was firſt plundered of every thing that 


158 A 01's 
was worth carrying off, and then re- 
d duced to. aſhes. 


Bix o thus robbed of my houſ, 
my money, and my wife, I came to 
this deſert. I have ſince tried to ſupport 
myſelf by fiſhing; but the fiſh, not a 
whit better than men, deſert me. | 
hardly catch one in a day; Lam al 
moſt famiſhed with hunger; and had 
it not been tor your unexpected bene- 
volence and generolity, I had ere now 
been at the bottom of the river. | 


85 Taz fiſherman could not deliver 
this long detail of particulars without 
frequent interruptions; for, ſaid 24. 
dig, with a great deal of warmth and 
confuſion, Have you never heard, dir, 
18. become af the > Queen 46 
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tarte? Indeed I have not, replied the 
wretched fiſherman; but this I know 
to my ſorrow, that neither her Majeſ- 
ty, nor Zadig,ever paid meafarthing 
for my cream-cheeſes ; that I am rob- 
bed of my beloved ſpouſe; and that 


759 


am drove to the very brink of deſ- 
pair. I ſhall venture to promiſe, ſaid 

Zadig, that you will recover your 
money. I have heard that ſame Za- 
dig frequently mentioned; he has the 
character of being very honeſt; there- 
fore if ever he returns to Babylon, as 
it is to be hoped he will, he will dif- 
charge his debts with intereſt, like a 
man of honour. But as for your wife, 
who, in my opinion, is no better than 
a wagtail, I would adviſe you not to 
MW trouble yourſelf about hunting after 
her any more. Take my advice, and 
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ſet out immediately for Babylon, where 
| I ſhall be before you, as ride, and you 
will be on foot. Go to the illuſtrious 
Cador's; tell him you met his friend 
on the road; and ſtay there tilb I ar. 
rive. | I do not in the leaſt doubt but 
your fortune will be bettered, if you 
obſerve my orders. 
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You have VP me an inſtrument 


of comfort, O almighty Oroſmades,] 


continued he, to this poor man; but 
what friend will you raiſe for me, to 
alleviate my ſorrows? After this ſhort 
expoſtulation, he equally divided. all 
the caſh he had remaining between the 
diſtreſted fiſherman and himſelf. 80 
unexpected a benefaction thunder- 
ſtruck the fiſherman, who fell in trant- 

ports of joy at Zadig's feet, crying, 
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you are certainly a meſſenger of hea- 
yen, ſentuponearth to be my Saviour. 


Ix the mean time, Zadig frequent- 
ly aſked him queſtions, weeping as he 
aſked them. How! Cir, cried the 
fiſherman, is it poſſible that you who 
have behaved ſo bountifully to me, 
ſhould be in diſtreſs yourſelf? Alas! 
friend, ſaid he, my wretchedneſs far 
exceeds thine, But pray, Sir, ſaid 
the fiſherman, how can it poſſibly be 
that he, who is fo laviſh of his favours, 
ſhould be more miſerable than the 
wretch he ſogeneroully relieves? The 
narrowneſs of your circumſtances oc- 
calions your great uneaſineſs; but 
mine proceeds from an internal and 
much deeper cauſe. What, Sir, ſaid 
the fiſherman, have you too been rob- 


| 


C 
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arrival at Arbogad's caſtle. Alas! ſaid 


that be, go as I told you, to my friend 


Thus ſaying, they parted; the fiſher- 
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queſtion immediately put Zadig upon 
a retroſpection of all his paſt adven- 


| tures. , He called to mind the whole 


ſeries of his misfortunes, from that of 
the eunuch and the huntſman, to his 


he to the fiſherman, Orcan, 1 Own, 
ought to be ſeverely puniſhed: But 
ſuch worthleſs barbarians are common- 
ly Fortune's favourites. However 


Cador, and ſtay. with him till I come. 


man returning thanks to heaven, 
and Zadig, curſing, as he went along 
the hour of his birth. | 


{ ma 
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ADIG paſting through a green 
meadow, ſaw a great many 
youthful Syrian maidens very buſy in 
arching for ſomething that lay con- 
ealed, as they imagined, in the graſs. 
e made free to advance towards one 
f them, and civilly aſked her if ſhe 
ould allow him the honour of aſſiſt- 
ng her in her reſearches. Why re- 
ly, Sir, what we are hunting after 
Bill not ſuffer itſelf to be touched by 
man. Thatis very amazing indeed, 
id Zadig. May I make ſo free, pray, 
$ to deſire to know what you aro 
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ſeeking for, that ſhuns the touch of I 7 
any thing but female hands? It is à 1 
Baſiliſk, Sir, replied ſhe. A Baſiliſk, ha 
Madam! cried he. | And for what pur- 
poſe, pray, are you ſearching after a 
creature that is ſo rare to be found? It Nrea 
is, Sir, ſaid ſhe, for our lord and maſter 
Ogul, whole caſtle you ſee at the bot. 
tom of the meadow, ſituated on the 
river- ſide. We are all his vaſſals. He 
is at preſent in a very bad ſtate of 
health, andis ordered by his principal 
_ _ Phyſician to eat, as a ſpecific, 2 Baſ- 
liſk, boiled in roſe-water : and as this 
animal is very hard to be found, and 
Will ſuffer none but the female ſex to 
| come near it, our lord Ogul has pro- 
miſed to marry her who ſhall havetheſſſ 
good luck to catch it. The caſe beſt 
ing thus circumſtanced, Sir, I hope 0 


you will not interrupt me any longer, 
leſt my rivals here in the field 3 
happen to circumvent me. | 


Zapis nk thus la of the 
reaſon of their ſearch for their imagina- 
ry booty, immediately left them, and 
proceeded on his journey. But ſoon 
coming to the banks of a rivulet, at the 
Jremoteſt part of the meadow, he ſaw 
Fanother young lady reclined on the 
J graſs, and quite diſengaged. Her 
I tature ſeemed majeſtic, but her face 
vas covered with a vail; and her eyes 
vere fixed, as one at her looking-glaſs, 
oon the river. She frequently ſighed; 
and holding in her hand a ſmall rod, 
e dhe was tracing out ſome characters 
on the dry fand, that lay between the 
flowery bank ſhe fat on, and the pur- 
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ling ſtream. I0 ſatisfy his curioſity, I a8 
JZuadig took great notice of her opera- I tu 
tions at ſome diſtance. But approach- I ſh, 
ing nearer, and perceiving very di hi: 
tinctly the firſt character to be a , 
-the ſecond an A, and the third a D, 
he ſtarted; but when ſhe added to 
theſe an [and aG, he was quite thun. 
derſtruck, and ſtood motionleſs as x 
ſtatue; at laſt, in a ſoft, faultring tone, 
he thus addreſſed her; O generou 
lady, forgive a ſtranger, one as wretch al 

ed as yourſelf, if he enquires by what 
ſurprizing accident he finds the name 

of Zadig delineated by ſo divine 
hand. The ſound of theſe unexpect. 
ed words interrupting her, ſhe turned het 
her head; and with a trembling handime 
lifting up her vail, ſhe ſaw Zadig himFFonj 
ſelf. Upon which ſhe ſhrieked, andvha; 
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as her heart was fluttered between the 
two extreams of delight and ſurprize, 
ie ſWwoOoned, and gently dropped into 
his arms. This was no other than 
Aſtarte herſelf, the queen of Babylon; 
the very goddeſs whom Zadig adored; 


vhoſe fake he had felt ſo many ago- 
Inzing pains. He ſtood ſpeechleſs for 
Wa little time, deprived, as it were, of 
Yall his ſenſes, whilſt his eyes were fix- 
Med on his beloved, who began to re- 
Five; and looked wiſhfully on him, 


Je celeſtial powers, cried he, who di- 
edect the ways of men! Ye have reſtored 


nahme my Aſtarte ; but alas! at what a 


m. Tonjuncture, in what a place, and in 


ndÞvhat a ſtate and condition do I view 
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in a word, the lady whoſe unhappy 
fate he had ſo often bewailed; and for 


ut not without ſome confuſion. O 
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cheeks. Frequently did the endes- 
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fortunes, and again intreated him to 
favour her with his narration. In 
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her! Thus ſaying, be threw himſel I f 
proſtrate on the ground, and kiſſed n 
the duſt of her feet. Aftarte raiſed ſc 
him up, and made him fit by her on w 


the flowery bank whereon ſhe was re · w 


poſed. She often wiped her eyes, 2 
the tears trickled down her lovely 


vour to renew her diſcourſe ; but was 
interrupted by her ſighs; many 1 


time did ſhe deſire him to recite theſſſ by 
hardſhips he had undergone ſince has 
their parting, and by what chance he, 
came to paſs through that ſolitary by 
meadow; but prevented him at the diſſ 


ſame time from replying, by repeating 
queſtiog, upon queſtion. At laſt ſhe 
gave him an account of her own mil 
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ſhort, both of them having, in ſome 


meaſure, appeaſed the tumult of their 
ſouls; Zadig informed her, in a few 
words, of the reaſon of his paſſing that 
way. 


Bur inform me, O unhappy, tho? 
ever · venerable Queen, how I came to 
| find you out, reclining on this green 
bank, ſo meanly clad, accompanied 
vy other female ſlaves, who, I find, 
have been all this day ſeeking for a 
Baſiliſk, which, as Iwas informed, is, 
by order of a famous phylictan, to be 
diflolved in roſe-water, asa ſpecific me- 
dicine for his dying patient. 


Wer 25 are buſy in their 
to fruitleſs ſearch, ſaid the amiable A/Zar- 
Ine, 1 ſhall give you a faithful account 
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pitious ſtars, ſince Heaven has thus 


King my huſband was diſpleaſed at 
finding you the moſt amiable of men 
and that for this reaſon alone he re 
ſolved to ſtrangle you and poiſon me 


obliged you to depart the city, agree 
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of the misfortunes which have befal.f ® 
len me ſince our laſt parting. I ſhall t 


no longer exclaim againſt my impro- 


unexpectedly bleſt my eyes once more 
with the fight of my aa Zadig 


- You already wh, that the n 


You are alſo not ignorant, that Kine ty 
Heaven inſpired, as it were, my dwar! 0 
with artful means to give me time fu 

information of the wicked intention et 

of Moabdar * Gus 1 

ä f 
As ſoon as the faithful Cador hac S 
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able to my orders, he ventured to en- 
ter my chamber in the middle of the 
night, through a private door. He 
ſnatched me up, and immediately con- 
veyed me to the temple of Oroſnades, 
where the venerable Ma gus, Who was 
his brother, locked me up in that au- 
ouſt and awful ſtatue, that ſtands e- 
rect upon the pavement of the tem- 
ple, and Coloſſus-like, touches the lof- 
J cieling with his head. There I lay 
concealed, or rather buried for ſome 
time; though this loyal and holy prieſt 
took all imaginable care of me, and 
furniſhed me with all the neceſſaries 
of life. Mean while, his apothecary 
went at day-break into my chamber, 
with a fatal draught in his hand, 
compoſed of opium, black hellebore, 
aconite, and other ingredients till 

H - Yrs 
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more baneful. "Whilſt this mercena- 


ry officer of the King's vengeance was 
thus employed, another not leſs cruel 
than himſelf went to your apartment 
with the filken cord. Both, however, 
were diſappointed, as both of us were 
fled. Cador, very officious, flew to 
his Majeſty, in order the more artfully 
to blind him; and in a feigned paſſion, 
railed at us both, and charged us as 
perfidious traitors. As for that raſ- 
cal Zadig, ſaid he, he has fled towards 
India; and your falſe, ungrateful con- 
ſort, Sire, ſaid he, is gone to Men 
-phis. The guards were immediately 
N out in e oat us both. 

. Tu E Losen wh Mauch for me, 
had never ſeen me. I had never ex- 
poſed n my face unveiled to any one but 
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yourſelf, and that too inthe preſence, 
and by the expreſs command of my 
royal ſponſe. As they had no other 
marks to diſtinguiſh me from others, 
but my ſtature, as it had been deſcri- 
bed, a young lady, exactly of my ſize, 
but in all probability much more beau- 
tiful, preſented herſelf to their view, 
on the frontiers of Egypt. They 
found her alone, and in a very melan- 
choly condition. Undoubtedly this 
lady, ſaid they to themſelves, is Queen 
Aſtarte: and without liſtning to her 
complaints, carried her that moment 
to my huſband Moabdar, who was at 
rſt greatly enraged at their blunder ; 
but after he had narrowly viewed the 
lady, he found ſhe was very hand- 
ſme, and was preſently pacified. She 
vas as called Miſouf, which, Thave been 

H 3 
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ſince informed, ſignifies the Fair Co- 
quet, in the Egyptian language. And 
in effect ſhe was ſo: ſhe had as much 
art, however, as Caprice. For ſhe 

| pleaſed the King of Kings: In ſhort, 
the had ſuch an aſcendancy over him, 
that he did not ſcruple publickly to 
own her as his wife. Having ſecured 
him thus far in her toils, ſhe never 


| concealed her power, but played the 


part of a compleat humoriſt. She 
gave way to every whim that camein 
her head, without fear of being brow- 
; beat. In the firſt place, ſhe inſiſted 
that the chief Magus, who was old and 


gouty, ſhould dance a ſaraband be- 


fore her; and upon his refuſing to 
comply with fo ridiculous a requeſt, 
the unmercifully perſecuted him: no- 
thing would ſerve her turn, in the 
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next place, but his Majeſty's grand 
maſter of the horſe muſt make her a 
minced-pye. The gentleman made 
free to inform her, that he was no pi o- 
feſſed cook; a tart, however, he muſt. 
make for her, and ſhe got him turn- 
ed out of his place for being ſo care- 
leſs as to burn a part of the cruſt. 
Upon which ſhe gave his poſt to her 
favourite dwarf, and made her fop of 
a page the keeper of his Majeſty's 
great ſeal and confidence. Thus ſhe 
reigned arbitrary, and was the female 
tyrant of Babylon. My loſs was uni- 
verſally lamented. Mcabdar, who 
never acted the part of a tyrant, till 
the moment he intended to have 
poiſoned me, and ſtrangled you, ſeem- - 
ed to have drowned all his good qua- 
littes in his dotage on that whimſical 


enchantreſs. He came to the temple 
on the ſolemn feſtival of the ſacred 
fire, I beheld him proſtrate on the 
pavement before the ſtatue, wherein 
{ was encloſed, beſceching the powers 
above to bleſs his beloved Miſouf. 1, 
with an audible and diſtinct, but hol- 


low tone, thus ſpoke, like an oracle, to 


the King of Kings. The vows of a $9- 


vereign who behaves tyrannically to his 
 ſubjetts, who plots the deſtruction of an 


innocent wife, and takes a worthleſs 
beauty in her ſtead, are never acceptable 
to the Gods. So unexpected an anſwer 


from the God whom Moabdar adored, 
The oracle 


greatly diſtracted him. 
that J had delivered, and the tyranni- 


cal proceedings of his new ſpouſe Mi/- 


/ouf,, almoſt inſtantaneouſly deprived 
him of his ſenſes. In ſhort, in a few 
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days he became quite outrageous. Her 
caprice, which ſeemed a judgment 
from above, portended a ſudden re- 


volution. His ſubjects accordingly re- 


volted, and immediately took up 


arms. Babylon, which had been ſo long 
in peace, now became the ſeat, or 
theatre of a bloody civil war. Affairs 
being in this ſituation, I was taken 


from my narrow priſon, the bowels of 
his God, and ſet up at the head of a 
powerful party. Your friend Cador 


went immediately to Memphis, in full 


expectation of finding you there, in- 


endingto bring you back to Babylon. 
hen the Prince of Hyrcania was in- 


turned with a mighty army, in order 
to-form a third party, amoag the Ba- 
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formed of theſe inteſtine broils, he re- 
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ponians. He attacked the King, who 
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| fled with his fair, but fickle Egyptian 
before him. However, Moabdar was 
ſo cloſely purſued, that he died of the 


wounds he received in his retreat. 


_ -Mifouf became the fair victim of the 


conqueror. I was alſo ſo unlucky as 
to be overpowered and taken priſoner 


by an Hyrcanian party, who brought 
me before the young Prince, at the 
very inſtant that Miſoyf ſtood before 


him. I dare ſay you will be ſurprized 
| when I tell you that the Prince re- 
garded me as the moſt lovely captive 


of the two; but then no doubt you 
will be ſorry to hear that my hard 
fate doomed me to be a vaſſal in his 


ſeraglio. He then informed me, that 
when he had put an happy iſſue to one 
military expedition, which, he flatter- 


ed himſelf, would ſoon be executed, 


thi 
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he would wait upon me. Imagine how 
much ſuch a peremptory declaration 
thunderſtruck me. My obligations to 
Moabdar being now all cancelled, I was 
at liberty to be Zadig's bride; butin- 
ſtead of that, I fell into the toils of a 
Barbarian, I replied to him with all 
the reſentment becoming one of my 
exalted character and unſullied virtue. 
1 had frequently heard it remarked, 
that Heaven beſtowed on people of my 
rank ſuch a peculiar mark of majeſty 
and grandeur, that no more than a 
ſingle word, or an angry look was ne- 
ceſſary to humble thoſe impudentcrea- 
tures who had the preſumption to 
Ichwart their inclinations. I talked as 
big as a Queen; but 1 was treated like 
the meaneſt ſervant. The haughty 


Hyrcanian, not condeſcending to ſay a a, 
B 5 
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ſingle word to me, turned to his black 
cunuch, and told him that I was very 
impertinent; but yet he could not 
help thinking I was very handſome. 
He therefore ſtrictly commanded him 
to take care of me, and put me under 
the ſame regimen, with reſpe& to my 
diet, as one of his favourites, in or- 
der that I might recover my colour, 
which was rather too languid; in 
ſhort, that I might ſoon become wor- 
thy of his royal favours, and fit to re- 
ceive him, when he ſhould honour me 
ſo far as to fix the day. I told him! 
would ſooner loſe my life: He repli- 
ed, with a ſneer, that young ladies, 
like me, ſeldom killed themſelves, and 
that they were made for enjoyment; 
and then turned upon his heel, with 
as careleſs an air as a man would 
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part with his paroquet, when he had 
ſhut her up cloſe in her gilded cage. 
What a dreadful ſituation was I in for 
the firſt Queen of the world! nay, I 
ſhall ſay more, for a heart that was en- 
tirely devoted to her Zadig/ 


Havixs thus faid, Zadig fell down 
before her, and bathed her feet with 
lis tears. Aſtarte immediately raiſed 
him in the moſt affectionate manner, 
ind thus purſued her ſtory.——1 too 
plainly ſaw, that Iwas ſubject to the ty- 
nanny of a Barbarian, and the rival of 
a coquet, who was in {lavery as well as 
myſelf. She told me all her paſt ad- 
ventures in Fgypt. From the deſcripti- 
onſhe gave of her gallant, the time and 
place, the dromedary he was mount- 
d on, and from every other minute 
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circumſtance, I condhuded that it was 
no other than yourſelf who had taken Þ :; 
the lady's part. Naturally imagining Ie 
that you lived ſome where in Memphis, Im 
I reſolved to diſguiſe myſelf, and go la 
thither in ſearch of you. Lovely M 
ſouf, ſaid I, you are far more ſprightly 
than lam; you are fitter for entertain- 
ing the gay young Hyrcanian prince 
than I am. Contrive ſome way how 
I may eſcape; by which you will be 
: ſole lady regent. I ſhall be eternally 
obliged to you for your friendly aſſiſt- 
ance, and at the ſame time you will get 
rid of a rival. The fair coquet was 
greatly rejoiced at the hint, and ſhe 
immediately came into my meaſures. 
She contrived to ſend me away in 2 
very ſhort time, attended only by an 
old Igyptian ſlave. 


5. 
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„ a 
Havixd reached the borders of A. 
rabia, 1 was made priſoner by one Ar- 
bogad, a notorious freebooter, who ſold 
me to ſome merchants, by whom I was 
carried to yonder caſtle, where dwells 
the Emir Ogul. He immediately 
bought me, without making the leaſt 
enquiry what or who I was. He is a 
perfect debauchee, who delights in no- 
thing but good eating, women, and 
wine: in ſhort, he imagines that the Su- 
preme Being created him for no other 
purpoſe but to gratify his unruly ap- 
petites. He is vaſtly fat, and conti- 
nally puffing and blowing, like one 
half choaked. When he has devour- 
ed ſo unmerciful a quantity that he is 
ready to burſt, his chief phyſician can 
perſuade him to take any thing for his 
relief; though he laughs at him, and 


- deſpiſes his advice when he is well and 
ſober. He has informed him, that at 
preſent his life is in danger, and no- 
thing will reſtore him but a Baſiliſk, 
boiled in roſe- water. Whereupon the 
grand Ogul has promiſed always grate- 
fully to remember that {lave, whoever 
ſhe be, that ſhall be ſo lucky as to catch 
a Baſiliſk for him, ſince it ſeems they 
are ſo rare to be found. You fee ! 
have others to ſtruggle with for the 
honour propoſed, and I never was leſs 


defirous of finding out this Baſiliſk than 


at preſent, ſince I have been ſo fortu- 
nate as to find my beloved Zadig a- 
gain. 


_ Havins thus finiſhed her narrati- 
on, they warmly renewed the tender 
affection which they had long concei- 
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ved for each other; and reciprocally 


We all the kindeſt expreſſions that 


love in diſtreſs could poſſibly deviſe. 
And the Genii, who preſide over all 
the ſoft paſſions, wafted their mutual 
yows of eternal conſtancy and truth to 


the ſphere of Venus. 


nformed him that a Baſiliſæ could not 
be found. Zadig begged that he might 


equeſt was granted, and he thus ad- 


cend from Heaven, Sir, to fave ſo va- 
able a life as yours is. I am a phy- 
cian by profeſſion. When! heard of 


1 


r Four preſent illneſs, L immediately re- 
ured to your palace, and have 


12 
2 


Tux flaves, quite tired with their 
fruitleſs ſearch, returned to Ogul, and 


e introduced into his preſence. His 


Irefled him: May immortal health de- 
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bid each other a tender adieu, and ex- 


Al 
brought a Baſiliſk with me, diſtilled 
in roſe· water. I can never expect to 7, 
ſhare in the honour of your bed, ſhould 
I ſucceed in my application: I deſire 
no other reward than that you would Yr, 
ſet at liberty one of your Babyloniſb 
ſlaves, who has been long in your 
Highneſs's retinue. And I ſhall wil- 
lingly be your bond-ſlave in her ſtead, 
if I fail of recovering the noble Ogu!. 


Zapis's propoſition was readily em- 
braced. Aſtarte was immediately ſet 
at liberty, and departed for Babylon, i 
with a proper attendant, agreeable to. 

Zadig's direction; aſſuring her that he 
ſhould daily let her know how he ſuc- 
ceeded in his new patient's cure. They 


5 preſſed the ſtron geſt obligations to each 


VVT 
other. It is written in the book of 
Zend, that the moments of meeting, 
ind thoſe of parting, are the two moſt 
remarkable periods of a lover's life. 
The proteſtations of Zadig to Aſlarte 
were the ſincere and honourable dic- 


tates of his heart; and the Queen's love 


for Zadig had made a deeper impreſſi- 
Won on her's than ſhe thought it proper 


to acquaint him with. 


Irefled Ogul, ſaying, the Baſiliſk I am 
In poſſeſſion of, Sir, is not to be dreſ- 
ed or eaten, as others are; all its vir- 


ll-blown, and carefully covered with 


AFTER this Zadig again thus ad- 


ves muſt penetrate your whole fa- 
rick, through your pores; my never- 
uling ſudorific is incloſedin a bladder 


he ſofteſt leather. Vou muſt dai- | 
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lx kick this bladder about your hal 
for a whole hour. together, with as 
much activity and vigour as you poſ- 
ſibly can. This medicine muſt be re- 
peated every morning, and I ſhall wait 
upon you during the operation. If 
you pay due attention to the regimen 
I thall preſcribe you, I make not the 
leaſt doubt but, with God's blefling on 
my honeſt endeavour s, I ſhall fully 
convince you that I am no novice in 


phyſic. When the patient made the 


ſirſt experiment, he was ready to die 
for want of breath, and thought the fa- 
tigue would kill him. The ſecond day 
diſturbed him not ſo much, and he 
reſted better at night than he had done 
before. In a word, Ogul was perfect. 
ly cured in about a week's time, and 
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became as briſk, via and Bay, a AS a- 
70 n lad. 


To qeal rigunnordty with you, Sir, 
ſaid Zadig, I ſhall inform you of the 
wondrous ſecret. You have played 
it foot-ball every day for this week, 

during which time you have lived ſo- 
berly and in due moderation. Know, 
Sir, that ſuch an animal as a Baſiliſk 
never exiſted; that temperance and ex- 
lerciſe alone can make us enjoy perfect 
calth; and that the art of making 

health conſiſtent with luxury, is alto- 
gether as impracticable, and an art, in 
every reſpect, as abſurd and chimerical 
as thoſe of the philoſopher's ſtone, ju. 
dicial aſtrology, or any other reveries 
if the like airy and fantaſtic nature. 


K —— 


ject of contempt in his great maſter's 
eye, but caſt a kind of {lar in general” 
upon all his brethren, aſſembled : 
number of petty doctors and apotheca of 


„ @ 1-& 


Tus chief phyſician of 0gu!, dread- 
ing that this unexpected cure, thus 
wrought by a ſtranger, through ſuch 


an anti- medicinal preparation, might 
poſſibly not only render himſelf the ob- 


ries, who were entirely dependant on för 


him, to contrive ſome ſure and certainfſſſo 
means privately to rid himſelf of hiſco: 
terrible rival; but Zadig received ger 
packet from A/arte, while they wertin 
concerting their helliſh plot. 
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ſpar anew 4 vatoaeclnioþtÞ E. 
* H AP. XVI. 


1 The Tounx AMENTS. 


0 "I E Babylonians received the 
Queen with all thetranſports 
Hof joy that could poſſibly be expreſſed 
for the ſafe return of ſo amiable and 
info illuſtrious a perſonage, who had en- 
uYcountered ſuch a multiplicity of dan- 
gers and misfortunes. Babylon at that 
time ſeemed quite peaceable and ſe- 
rene. The Babylonians having been 
victorious, and {lain the Prince of Hyr- 
cania, declared that A/tarte ſhould mar- 
ry that candidate for the crown who , * 
hould' gain it by a fair and impartial 
dection, They were reſolved, that 


voluntarily agreed by all parties, th 


ſovereign- elect, who ſhoulddiſtingui 
himſelf by ire cir m wildom an 
valour. * | 
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the moſt valuable poſt of honouri 
the world, namely, that of being 4 
ſtarte's royal conſort, and the King 
Babylon, ſhould be the reſult of meri 
only; and not be procured by any pat 
ty-factions or court-intrigues. It w 


he alone ſhould be acknowledged th 


Ar a little diſtance from the cit; 
a ſpacious Lift or Circus was pitche 
upon, ſurrounded with convenien 
ſeats, erected in an amphitheatric: 
manner, and grandly decorated. Thi 


iS ther the combatants or champions wewanc 
to repair, compleatly accoutred., TheYfor 
had every” one a diſtin& apartment beſtio! 


— 1 —ñ—— ett 


hind the Liſts, where no perſon could 
either ſee or know them. They were 
to enter the Liſts four different times. 
Thoſe who were ſo fortunate as to con- 
quer four competitors, were afterward 


in order that he who ſhould remain 
maſter of the field ſhould be proclaim- 
ed the happy victor. 


Trzy were to be again aſſembled 
four days afterwards, dreſſed in the 
fame manner as before, and to explain 
all ſuch ænigma's, or riddles, as the 
en Magi choſe to propoſe: If they were 
Munable to reſolve their queries, they 
u were to have recourſe to the Liſts again, 


heWifore they could be entitled to the elec- 


beFtion : ſo that the tournaments were to 


1 
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to engage each other in ſingle combat; 


i 
veſſand after that, to freſh ænigma's, be- 
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be continued till one of the candidates 

| ſhould be twice a victor, and ſhine as 
conſpicuous, with reſpect to his inter- 
nal qualities, as to his dexterity and 
addreſs i in heroic deeds. During all 
theſe tr ials, her Majeity was to ng nar- 
ror watched, and allowed only to 
22 ſpectator of both their amuſements 

at ſome conſiderable diſtance; and be- 
fides all this, to be covered with a vail, 
She was not even indulged ſo far as to 


ſpeak to any of the candidates in par- 


ticular, leſt it ſhould raiſe the ſmalleſt 


degree of jealouſy, or ſuſpicion either 


of partiality or injuſtice. 


Zadig was informed of all this by 
the courier whom the Queen diſpatch- 
ed to him, not doubting but that he 
would exert both his omg and un- 
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derſtanding for her ſake, beyond any 

Jof the other competitors. He accord- 
ingly ſet out for Babylon, beſeeching 

Ml Venus to fortify his courage, and en- 

I lighten his mind with wiſdom on this 

Jſurpriſing trial. 7 


i Zadig arrived upon the banks of 
the Euphrates the very night before 
theſe martial atchievements were to 
0M begin. He inſcribed his device amongſt 
the liſt of combatants; at the ſame 
lt time concealing both his perſon and 
name, thereby acting agreeably to the 

laws of election; and accordingly, 

withdrew to the apartment that was 
7 alotted to him. 


His friend Cadir, having ſearched 
in vain for him through all Egypt „was 
1 
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juſt returned, and had brought a com- 
pleat ſet of armour into his lodge, a- 
greeable to Aſtarie's deſire: ſhe alſo 
ſent him one of the fineſt.Perfian hor- 
ſes. Zadig naturally concluding that 
theſe preſents could be ſent by nobo- 
dy but his beloved 4/tarte, he became 
more vigorous, and had great hopes 

of ſucceſs. 


Taz next morning the Queen be- 
ing ſeated under a canopy of ſtate, a. 
dorned with precious ſtones, and the 
amphitheatre being crowded with 
gentlemen and ladies of all ranks and 
conditions from Babylon; the compe- 
titors appeared perſonally in the Cir- 
cus; and every one of them advan- 


ced towards the Grand Magus, lay- 


ing his particular device at his feet. 


te 


DAD EM 
The devices were drawn by lot ; and 
Zadig's happened to be the laſt. The 
rſt who advanced was a grandee, cal- 
led Itobad, vaſtly rich, and haughty, 
but quite a ſtranger to real courage; 
very awkward, and a man of no acqui- 
red parts. His attending ſycophants 
flattered him, that ſo worthy a man as 
him could not fail of being victor: and 
he himſelf imperiouſiy ſaid, A man of 
ſo much merit as J am, muſt be King: 
upon which they armed him cap- a-· pee. 
His armour was made of pure gold, 
enamelled with green. The houſings 
of his ſaddle were green, and his lance 
, Fornamented with green ribbands. 
When the ſpectators ſaw how Ttobad 
managed his horſe, they were certain 
that he would not ſacceed in his in- 
tention'of being King of Babylm. He 


3 


4 


C 

was thrown out of his ſaddle by the 
firſt” combatant that tilted with him; 
the ſecond threw him entirely over 
the crupper, and laid him ſprawling 
on the ground, with his heels ſhaking 


in the air. Notwithſtanding this bad 


ſucceſs, Itobad remounted, but in fo 
awkward a manner, that the whole 
_ amphitheatre laughed at him. The 
third, diſdaining to uſe his lance, made 
only a feint at him: then catched hold 
of his right leg, and whirling him 
round, threw him flat on the ſand, 
His attendants flew to his aſſiſtance. 
and with a ſneer remounted him. The 


| fourth combatant catched hold of his 


left leg, and unhorſed him again. He 
was conveyed through the hiſſing mul. 
titude to his lodge, where he was to 
paſs, the night, agreeable to the law 


PREY 
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in that caſe provided. In his way thi- 
ther, he ſaid to his eſquires, what an 
unlucky misfortune is this to one of 
my Character and birth: | 

"ALL the eſt of the combatants be- 
ke: in a much better manner; and 
every one of them came off with cre- 
dit, Some conquered two antago- 
niſts, and others were ſo far victori- 
ous as to overcome three. Prince Hot- 
tam, however, was the only one who 
vanquiſhed four. Zadig, at laſt, en- 
tered the liſts, and alternately diſmoun- 
ted all his four opponents, with the 
utmoſt eaſe, and in ſo graceful a man- 
ner, that he was univerſally admired. 
The caſe ſtanding thus, Zadig and 
Hottam were to end the day's entertain- 
ment in a ſingle combat. The latter's 


14 


am Ai ta 
armour was of a blue colour, mixed 
with gold, and the houſings of his ſad- 
dle were of the ſame. Thoſe of the 
former were milk-white. The ſpec- 
tators were divided in their wiſhes. 
The knight in blue was the favourite 
of ſome of the ladies; and others again 
2dmired the cavalier in white. 4. 
ſtarte, who was in a dreadful uncertain- 
ty, put up her ſecret prayers to the 


Goddeſs Venus for her beloved Zadig. 


Tus two heroes made their paſ- 
ſes and their volta's ſo dexterouſly, 
and remained ſo firm in their ſaddles, 
giving each other ſuch rebuffs with 
their lances, that every one preſent, 
except the Queen, wiſhed for two 
Kings of Babylon. Their horſes be- 
ing now tired, and Hold their lances 


d . 
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—— 
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ien, Zadig made uſe of the foll o- 
ing ſtratagem, which Prince Hottam 


was not apprized of. He came cun- 


ningly behind him, and ſhooting with 
a ſpring on his horſe's buttocks, gr aſ- | 


ped him cloſe, threw him headlong on 
the ſand, then jumped into his ſeat, 
and wheeled round his antagoniſt, 


while he lay ſprawling upon the 
ground, When the ſpectators beheld 


this clever feat, they ſhouted out, Vic- 


tory ! Victory! in favour of the cham- 
pion in white. Hottam, greatly enra- 


ged, got up, and drew his ſword, Za- 


dig ſprang from his horſe with his ſa- 


bre in his hand. Now, behold the 
two chieftains upon their legs, begin- 


ning a freſh trial of their ſkill! where 


ſometimes one had the better and: 
metimes the other; for both were 
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ſtrong, and both were active. The 
feathers of their helmets, the ſtuds of 
their bracelets, their coats of mail, flew 
about in pieces, occaſioned by the dry 
| blows. which they repeated times in- 


numerable. Sometimes they ſtruck 


at each other with the edge of their 


| ſwords, at other times they puſhed, as 


occaſion offered: now on the right, 


then on the left; now on the head, 


then at the breaſt; they retreated, 


they advanced; they kept at a diſtance, 
they cloſed again; they graſped each 


other, turning and twiſting each other 


| hke,two- ſerpents; and engaged each 


other as firmly as two Lybian lions 


fighting for their prey: their ſwords 
ſtriking fire almoſt at every blow. At 


laſt, Zadig, in order to recover his 
breath, ſtood ſtill a little, and after- 


” am _—_— Y n= _a 
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wards, making a puſh at the Prince, 


before them, agreeable to the laws pre- 
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threw him on his back, and diſarmed 
him. Upon this "Hottam cried out, 
Thou alone, O knight of the white ar- 
mour, art deſtined to be bleſt with the 
crown of Babylon. Aſtarte was pro- 
digiouſly delighted. The two cham- 
pions were reconducted to their ſepa- 
rate apartments, as the others had been 


ſcribed. Several mutes were ordered 
to attend the combatants, and furniſh 
them with proper refreſhment. It 
may eaſily be imagined whether her 
Majeſty's dwarf was not appointed to 
wait on Zadig on this happy occaſion. 
Supper being ended, the mutes with- 
drew, and left the combatants' to reſt 
their wearied limbs till the next mor- 
ning; when the victor was to produce 
1 
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| bis device, before the grand Magus! in 
order to confer notes, aad*diſcorer 
te vag whoeyer he raighs be. 


ns bits ale. lived with 
his day's labour, flept very ſoundly, 

- notwithſtanding his great love for A- 
arte. Itobad, who lodged in the a- 
partment next to his, could not com- 
poſe himſelf to ſleep, ſo much was he 
vexed with his bad ſucceſs. He aroſe 
therefore in the middle of the night, 
ſtole imperceptibly into Zadig's lodge, 


Dans now e . he 
went, with a ſeemingly undaunted 
courage, to the Grand Magus, to in- 


and carrying off his white armour and 
8 device, left his green one in its * 


form him that he was the glorious he- 


4 * 


10, the | bleſſed victor. Accordingly | 
he gained his point, and was proclaim- 
ed victor before Zadig awaked. 80 
unexpetted a diſappointment greatly 
mortified the Queen, and ſhe returned 
to the Babylonian court, in a very me- 
lancholy plight. The greateſt part of 
the company had left the amphitheatre 
before Zadig aroſe from his bed. He 
ſearched every corner of the room for 
his arms; but could find none but 
thoſe in green. However, he was o- 
bliged, though much againſt his incli- 
nation, to put it on, having nothing 
elfe in his lodge to appear in: con- 
I founded, and ſwelled with reſentment, 
e he dreſt himſelf, and in that deſpica- 
dle equipage made his perſonal appear- 
- Hance. The people who remained in 
= the circus, hiſſed him every: ſtep he 


we e Fro 
took; they made a ring about him, 


and treated him with all the marks of 


ignominy and contempt. Never was 
the greateſt coward. breathing more 
affronted than Zadig was. He could 
bear their inſults no longer, and cut 
his way through the mob with his ri- 
val's ſabre; but he knew not what 
meaſures to purſue, or how to rectify 
ſo dreadful a miſtaxe. He could not 
procure a ſight of Aſarte, and knew 
not how to recover the white armour 
which he had received from her; that 
Was the compromiſe, or the engage- 
ment, to which the eombatants had 
all unanimouſly agreed. Thus he was 
on the one hand plunged in an abyſs 
of ſorrow, and on the other, almoſt 
drove diſtracted with vexation and re- 
ſentment. In this ſolitary mood he 
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withdrew to the banks of the Euphrates, 
now fully perſuaded, that his unlucky 


ſtar had ſhed its moſt baleful influence 


on him; and that his misfortunes were 
irretrievable, revolving in his mind all 
his diſappointments, from his firſt ad- 
venture with the court -· coquet, Who 
hated every perſon who had but one 
eye, down to his late loſs of his white 
armour. How ſeverely, ſaid he, have 
1 experienced the fatal conſequences 
attendant. upon a fluggard! If I had 
been more watchful, I had been 4 
ſarte's bleſſed conſort, and been hap- 
Py in her tender embraces. | All the 
knowledge of books or mankind; all 
the perſonal bravery. that L can boaſt 
of, has only proved an aggravation of 
my ſorrows. He at laſt carried the 
point ſo far, as to repine at the une- 
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qual diſpenſations of the Almighty; 
and even began to imagine that all oc- 
currences were governed by a malig- 


nant Deity, which continually oppreſ- 
ſeed the virtuous, and crowned the ac- 


tions of ſuch raſcals as the knight in 
green with ſucceſs. In one of his fran- 
tic fits, he dreſſed himſelf in this un- 
happy armour, which had gained him 


ſo many enemies; and a merchant ac- 
cidentally paſſing that way, he ſold it 
to him for a trifle, taking in exchange 


nothing more than a mantle and a cap. 


Thus diſguiſed, he took a ſolitary walk, 
continually reflecting on the partial 
proceedings of providence, which in- 


— tormented him. 
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ess 
CHAP. xvn. 


The H E R N 1 . 


| Apr G walking along the banks 
of the Euphrates, ſaw at a little 


| E diſtance a venerable Hermit, whoſe 
" Evhite buſhy beard hung down to his 


: fl zirdle. He was buſy reading a ſmall 


© Ebook, which he held in his hand. Za- 


* 4g advanced towards him, and refpect- 
„fully ſaluted him. The Hermit return- 
ea the compliment 1n ſo majeſtic and 
courteous a manner, that Zadig be- 
came very deſirous of converſing with 


him, Upon what ſubje& pray, Sir, 


does that little book treat, which ſeems 
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is entitled, anſwered the Hermit, che 
Book of Fate; it ts at your ſervice, if 
you chuſe to read a little of it. Thus 
ſaying, he gave the book to Zadig 
who could not decypher a character of 
it, though he underſtood ſeveral lan- 
guages. This made him more curi- 
ous than before. You ſeem greatly 
diſappointed, ſaid the venerable father. 
It is not without great reaſon, I aſſure 
you, replied Zadig. If you will al. 
low me to accompany you, ſaid the 
Hermit, probably I may have it in my 
power to be ſerviceable to you. I have 
ſometimes inſtilled ſentiments of con- 
ſolation into the minds of the afflicted. 
Zadig had a ſecret regard for the air 
of the reverendftranger, for his beard, 
and his book. When he had talked 
à little with him, he found that he was 
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the moſt ſenſible perſon he had ever 
been in company with. He ſpoke in 
ſo lively and noble a manner on deſti- 
ny, juſtice, morality, the ſovereign 
good, the frailty of nature, virtue, and 
vice, that Zadig became quite delight- 
ed with him. He begged that he 
would honour him with his company 
to Babylon. I was juſt going to aſk 
that favour, replied the Hermit. Swear 
to me by Oroſmades, that you will not 
forſake me, for a few days at leaſt, 
whatever I may do. Zadig did as he 
deſired, and they ü on their 


n 3 


n both e thaw ching At 
2 magniſicent caſtle. The Hermit de- 
red: a night's lodging for himſelf and: 
his n comrade. The porter, 
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whom any one might have taken for 
2 grandee, let them in, but in a very 
contemptuous manner. However, he 
introduced them to the chief ſteward, 
who took them through all the ſump- 
tuous apartments in the caſtle. Then 
they were ſeated at ſupper, at the low. 
er end, indeed, of the table, and where 
the hoſt paid very little attention to 
them; but they were ſerved with as 
much delicacy and profuſion as any of 
the other gueſts. Supper being en- 
ded, they waſhed their hands in a gol. 
den baſon ornamented with emeralds, 
and other valuable ſtones. When it 
was time to go to reſt, they were ſhewn 
into a ſumptuous bed- chamber; and 
the next morning a ſervant in waiting 
preſented him with two pieces of gold 
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for their mutual ſervice; after which 


they Ee 


As then were walkitig along, Zadis 
ſaid, the maſter of this caſtle appears 
to be a very hoſpitable gentleman; 
tho' indeed rather too imperious and 
haughty. He had hardly uttered theſe 


words, before he perceived that the 


pocket of his comrade's garment, 
though very large, was greatly exten- 
ded :- he preſently ſaw what was the 
occaſion of it, it being nothing leſs than 
the golden laver, which he had clan- 


deſtinely brought off. He durſt not 


immediately take notice of the fact; 
but the very thoughts of it made him 
ready to drop down. About noon, 
the Hermit rapped at a mean cottage 


with his ſtaff, which was the l 


- — — 
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of an old avaritious miſer. He deſired 
leave for him and his companion to re- 


freſh themſelves there a little. An old 
ſhabby domeſtic gave them-admiffion 
indeed, but not in the moſt willing 


manner, and ſhewed them into the 


ſtable, where they received nothing 
more than a few muſty olives, and a 


_ ſmall quantity of four ſmall beer. The 
Hermit appeared to be as well pleaſed 


with his repaſt as he was the preceding 
night. At length getting upon his 
feet again, he paid his compliments to 
the old valet, (who watched them as 


ſtrictly as if they had both been thieves, 


frequently intimating that he was a- 
fraid they would be benighted) and 
made him a preſent of the two pieces 


of gold he had only received that mor- 
ning, as a token of his gratitude for 


th. 


ate 
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| ſhould be glad to have a little con- 
verſation with your maſter before I go. 


So unexpected a gratuity greatly ſur- 


prized the valet, and he complied with 
his requeſt. We could not leave your 
houte, moſt hoſpitable Sir, ſaid the 
Hermit, without returning you our 


grateful thanks for the kind entertain- 
ment we have met with this afternoon. 


We. therefore beg your acceptance of 
this golden baſon, as a ſmall token of 
our gratitude and eſteem. When the 
miſer beheld fo rich a preſent, he was 
thunderſtruck. The Hermit immedi- 


ately marched off with his young com- 


rade, without ſtaying till the miſer re- 
covered from his ſurprize. Father, 
aid Zadig, what is this I have been 


witneſs to? Lou act in a manner quite 


21 F | 
his hoſpitable cheer. He alſo added, 


—— 
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different from the generality of men, 
You rob one, who entertained you 
with all imaginable pomp and profu- 
ſion, to enrich a covetous, ſordid 


wretch, who behaved very unworthi- 


ly to you. Son, replied the Hermit, 
that grandee, who receives viſits of 
ſtrangers, ſolely with the delign of gra- 


tifying his pride, and to raiſe their a. 


ſtoniſhment at his ſumptuous furni- 


ture, will for the future learn to be 


wiſer; and the miſer to be more libe. 


ral to others. Wonder not at What 


L have done, but follow me. Zadig 
was at a ſtand at preſent; and could 
not well determine whether his fellow 
traveller was a man of greater wiſdom 


5 than ordinary, or a madman. But the 
Hermit aſſumed ſuch an aſcendancy o- 


ver him, excluſtve of the oath he had 
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taken, that he could not tell how to 
leave him. In the evening they ar- 


rived at a houſe very commodioully 


built, but neat and plain; where no- 
thing was wanting, and yet nothing 
ſuperfitous. It was occupied by a 
philoſopher, who had retired from 


the buſtle and noiſe of the world, to 


live quietly, and form his mind to vir- 


tue. He had built this houſe, for the 


reception of ſtrangers, very genteelly, 
but without oſtentation. 


them to ſit down and reſt themſelves 
in a commodious apartment. 


yet elegant repaſt; during which he 
ſpoke very ſenſibly about the late re- 
volutions in Babylon. He ſeemed to 


be entirely in the Queen's intereſt, and 


K- 


He himſelf 
met them at the door, and intreated 


Not 
long after he invited them to a frugal, 


0 DD 4x IF 1: Or 
greatly wiſhed that Zadig had entered 
the liſts for the regal prize: But Baby- 
Von, ſaid he, is unworthy of ſo good a 
King. Zadig bluſhed when he heard 
ſo unexpected a compliment, which 
innocently aggravated his misfortunes. 
It was univerſally agreed, that the af- 
fairs of this world took ſometimes a 
quite different turn from what the wi- 
ſeſt patriots would wiſh them. The 
ways of Providence, ſaid the Hermit, 
are frequently very intricate and ob- 
ſcure, and mankind are much to blame 
for caſting reflexions on the conduct 
of the whole, upon the bare — 
of the minuteſt | 


IuEII dilcourſe then turned upon 
the paſſions. . Alas! cried Zadig, how 
fatal in their conſequences! Neverthe- 
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leſs, ſaid the Hermit, they are the 
winds that ſwell the fail of the veſſel. 
They ſometimes; it is true; overſet it 3 
but we cannot ſail without them: 
Phlegm, indeed, makes men'peeviſh 
and ſick; but we could not long live 
without it. Though all things on 
earth are dangerous, * we could not 
do rb * fc 5125 
Tur Ex that talked of thi! ſenfilat „ 
pleaſures; and the Hermit demonſtra- b 
ted that they were the gifts of Hea- 
ven; for, ſaid he, man cannot beſtow. 
either ſenſations or ideas on himſelf ; 
he receives them all; his pain and 
pleaſure, as well as his being, PO 


> 


: "Warn Zadig heard his fellow- tra · 
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velter, who had been guilty of ſuch 
baſe actions, talk ſo wiſely on theſe 


moral topics, he was quite thunder- 
ſtruck. At the proper hour, after an 


entertainment very inſtructive and a- 
greeable, they were ſhewn to their 
bed chamber by theirhoſt, whothank- 
eb Heaven for directing two ſuchi a- 7 


. grecable and virtuous ſtrangers tochis 


houſe. He alſo preſented them ſome 
caſſi to defray their expences on the 
road; but in ſo kind and reſpectfula 
manner, that it Was impoſſible to give 
the leaſt diſguſt. However, the Her- 


mit would not accept of it, but took 


his leave, propoſing to depart for Ba- 
bylon at day-break. Their parting. 
was very friendly and affectionate; 


Zadig, in particular, expreſſed a very 


greꝛt regard for ſo worthy a man; 
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and they: greatly commended him 
when they were alone, and undreſſing 


to go to bed. When daylight be- 


gan to appear, the Hermit waked his 


young comrade. Get up, ſaid! he, 


and let us proceed on our r 


but as nobody is yet ſtirring in the 


houſe, I ſhall leave the maſter of it a 


token of my regard for him. Thus 


ſaying, he ſtruck a light, Eindled a 
torch, and ſet fire to the building. 


Zadig, greatly terrified, ſhrieked out, 
and would, if poſſible, have hindered 
him from committing ſo ungrateful 
and ſhocking an action. The Her- 


mit pulled him away by ſuperior 


force; and the houſe was preſently 


in flames. When they had got at a 


convenient diſtance, the Hermit grave 
ly turned about, and looked at the 


K 3 
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devouring fire. Behold, ſaid he, our 


| fortunate friend! He will find in the 
ruins an immenſe treaſure, by which 
he will be enabled for the future to 


exert his beneſicence, and render his 


virtues more conſpicuous than before. 
Notwithſtandin g Ladig's amazement, 


he attended him to their laſt ſtage, 


which was to the cottage of an ho- 
| neſt And virtuous widow, who had a 
| nephew, of about fourteen years of 
age. Ile was very handſome, and 
he doated on him. She gave her 


two: gueſts the beſt. food her ſmall 
honfe afforded. When they took 


their leave of her! in the morning, ſhe 
ſent her little nephew tobe their guide 


to a bridge at a little diſtance, which 


having lately been broken down, 
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rendered the paſſage N dangerous 
to e ; 


nen Oy doing all in his power 
to b them, went foremoſt. When 
they were got upon the bridge, the 
Hermit thus addreſſed their little 
guide: Come hither, my pretty boy, 
I muſt give your avat ſome ſmall to- 
ken of my gratitude for her treating 
us ſo kindly laſt night. Hardly were 
theſe words out of his mouth, when 

he twiſted his fin gers inthe hair of his 
| head, and calmly flung him off the 
bridge. Down went the little lad; 


he came up once again to the Mice 
of the water; but the rapid ſtream 

ſoon hurried him away. O thou bar- 
barian! thou hard-hearted wretch ! 
8 Zadig. Did you not ſwear, Gaid 
K 4 
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' - Whatever. I ſhould do? Know then, 
dhmat had that boy lived but one year 

2 85 longer, he would have murdered his 


E © aunt; Who told you ſo, you monſter? 
dried Zadig; and when did you read 
chat ſhocking event in your black 


| Book of Fate? What buſineſs had you 
to drown ſo ſine a boy, who behaved 


in ſo ee a manner to von? 


In ESE 1 were 1 by 
Zadi g before he perceived theold Her- 
mit's beard growing Horter; the fur- 
rows in his face began to fl up, and 
his cheeks glow-ed with a roſe-colour- 
ed red, as if he had been in the bloom 
of fifteen. His mantle immediately 


diſappeared; and four angelic wings, 


_ each refulgent as the ſun, appeared on 
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his ſhoulders, which were before co- 
vered. O thou angelic form! O thou 
heavenly meſſenger! cried Zadig, fal- 
ling down before him; thou haſt left 
the celeſtial manſions, I find, to in- 
ſtruct ſuch a poor frail mortal as I am 
to ſubmit to the decrees of Heaven. 
The generality of mankind, ſaid the 
angel Jeſrad, judge of the world, by 
only viewing the hither link of the 
chain. Of all mortals, you are the'on- 
ly one who deſerved to have your 
mind enlightened. Zadig begged 
leave to ſpeak. I am ſomewhat dif- 
fident of myſelf, it is true; but may 
I be fo bold, Sir, as to beg the ſoluti- 
on of one ſcruple? Would it not have 
been better to have chaſtiſed the boy, 


and by that means have reformed him, 


than to have robbed him of life thus 
ES 
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ſuddenly and unexpettedly? The an- 
gel replied, had he been virtuous, and 


bad he lived, he would not only have 


been murdered himſelf, but his ſpouſe 
whom he would have married would 
have ſhared the ſame fate, together 
with the innocent child that was to 
have been the pledge of their mutual 
5 affection. Thou celeſtial meſſenger, 


| aid Zadig, is it then neceſſary that 
1 there ſhould be wickedneſs and miſ- 


fortunes in the world, and that thoſe 

misfortunes ſhould fall with weight on 
the heads of therighteous? The wick- 
ed, replied Jeſrad, are in a conſtant 
ſtate of miſery. The Supreme Being 
intends misfortunes only as a touch- 
Tone to try a ſmall number of the juſt, 
| who are rarely to be met with in this 


world: | beſides, there is no evil under 
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the ſun, but ſome good proceeds from 
it. But, ſaid Zadig, ſuppoſe nothing 
but goodneſs reigned in the world. 
Then, that world of yours, ſaid the 
Angel, would be another world; the 
chain af eventswould be Were wiſ⸗ 
dom; and that other order, which 
would be perfect, muſt of courſe be 


the perpetual abode of the Almighty, 
whom no evil can approach. That 


great and firſt cauſe has created a pro- 


digious number of worlds, and every 


one of them different from another. 
This ſurpriſing variety is an attribute 
of his omnipotence. You never ſaw 
two leaves on the trees throughout 
the world, nor any two globes of light 
amongſt the myriads 55 ſtars that a- 
dorn the extenſive cope of heaven, 


Which are exactly alike. And what-- 
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ever you behold on that ſmall atom 
of earth whereof you are a native, 
muſt exiſt in the place, and at the 
time appointed, according to the un- 


changeable decrees of that Being who 
' comprehends the whole. The boy 


whom -I threw into the river, is 


thought by mankind to have been 
drowned by Chance; our kind bene- | 


factor s houſe is imagined to have 


3 been burnt to the ground by the ſame 


chance; but 1 mult inform you, that 


this chance is a mere abſurdity, all 
misfortunes being intended either as 


ſevere trials, judgments, or rewards; 

and are the reſult of foreknowledge. 
11 imagine, Sir, you have not forgot 
the poor deſpairing fiſnerman, who 


thought himſelf tobe the moſt wretch- 
ect of mortals. The all- wiſe Ora ſina- 


—— 
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des ſent you to aſſiſt him. Frail mor- 
tal! no longer contend with that Be- 


ing to whom adoration is due. But, 
aid Zadig—Before he could utter a 
word more, Jeſrad flew towards the 


tenth ſphere. Zadig immediately fell 
proſtrate, and fincerely acknowledged 


an over-ruling Providence. The an- 


gel, in his flight, diſtinctly ſaid, Go to 
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HIS ſurpriſing adventure ſs: 
thunderſtruck Zadig, that he 
walked at random, without minding 
ny particular road. However, he 


— 
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arr ived at Babylon on the very. day 
when thoſe combatants who, had been 
before engaged in, the liſt or circus 


were already aſſembled in the ſpacious 


outer - court of the palace, in order to 


ſolve the ænigmas, and anſwer the 


| queſtions the Grand Magus ſhould 


propgſe to. them, in as. wile a 


manner as they were able. The 


knight of the green armour was the 
only one of all the parties concerned] 
who did not appear. When Zadig] 


appeared in the city, the people flock- 


King, except the envious man, who 


ed round about him: No eye was ſa 


tisfied with gazing at him. Every one] 
extolled him to the ſkies, and every 
one wiſhed that he might be thei! 


accidentally going that way, turned 
his head aſide, and gave a deep fighh fi 
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He was accompanied by the populace 


to the palace-gate, who made the ſky 


reſound with their acclamations. A/- 


tarte having heard of his arrival, was 
in the greateſt agony, between hope 
and deſpair. Her anxiety had almoſt 


killed her; ſhe could not conceive why 


Zadig ſhould appear without his ac- 


coutrements, nor imagine how Itobad 


had procured the ſnow - white armour. 


When Zadig appeared, a confuſed 
| murmur ran through the whole place. 


Every one was aſtoniſhed, though 


vaſtly delighted at the ſame time to 
ſee him again: but then none were to 
be admitted into the alſembiy- room 


e the e 


er one of them have fought ſo 


cen as J myſelf have done, 
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cried Zadig; though I have been rob- 


bed of my armour by the perſon who 

is now dreſſed in it; but in the mean 
time, before I can poſſibly prove my 
aſſertion, I inſiſt upon being admitted 
into court, that I may give my ſoluti- 
ons to ſuch ænigmas as ſhall be pro- 
poled. Itwas put to the vote. As 
he had the character of being a man 
of the ſtricteſt honour and veracity, 
the motion ofhis admittance was car- 
ricd ; in the affirmative, without any 
oppoſition. 


Tus Grand Magus propoſed this 
as the firſt queſtion : What is the long- 

eſt and yet the ſhorteſt thing in the 
world; the ſwifteſt and the ſloweſt; 
the moſt diviſible, and the, moſt ex- 


tended; the leaſt valued and the moſr 
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n ;; and without which nothing 


can poſſibly be done: which, in ſhort, - 


devours all things, even the moſt mi- 
nute, and yet gives life and ſpirit to 
every object or Fend how wn te 
fangs * be 


Mn Hobad was REPEL to: th the 
former victor, he had the honour to 
inſwer finſt. The reply that he made 
vas, that a man of his merit had ſome- 
hing elſe to think on than fooliſſi æ- 


igmas; and that he was ſatisfied 


vith being acknowledged the hero of 
e circus. The ſolution oſthe ænig - 
a propoſed, ſaid one, was Fortune; 
thers {aid the earth; and others a- 
ain the Light: but Zadig declared 
at it could be no other thing than 
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| | ſaid he, ſince it is the meaſure of eter- 
| nity; nothing is ſhorter, fince there is 
time always wanting to accompliſh 
what we aim at, Nothing paſſes ſo 
lowly as time to the perſon who is in 
expectation; and nothing ſo ſwift as”. 


| 0 . . * . 
time to him who fully enjoys his wiſh- : 
es. Its extent is to infinity, in the 5 


whole; and diviſible to infinity in f 
part. It is neglected by mankind in 
its paſſage; and when it is gone, no- 
thing is more regretted. Nothing can, 
poſſibly be done without it; it buries I 
in oblivion whatever deſerves not to. 
be tranſmitted down to poſterity; andy, 
thoſe actions which are dete urs : 
it perpetuates to the lateſt generations 
| Zadig having thus ſpoken, the aſſemſhe 
bly unanimouſly agreed 2 Jes with: 
che — anſwer. ee 
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ter this was, What is it that we receive, 
without being ever thankful for it; 
which we enjoy, without being ſenſi- 
ble how. we came by it; which we 
give away to others, without know- 
ing where it is to be found; and which 
we loſe, without being in the leaſt fen- 
ible of our misfortune: 


an zadig alone concluded that it was 
dies Hife. He as readily ſolved every ænig- 


1 ma that was propoſed. When [tobad 
in 


* as the eaſieſt thing ima ginable to 


Folve ſuch plain queſtions ; aud that 


eMmſhe could interpret a thouſand of them 


as rouble his head about ſuch triffes, 


1 


Taz queſtion that was propoſed af- 


Each declared his ſentiments : but 


heard the explications, he faid that it 


rith the utmoſt facility, were he to 
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Other queſtions. were propoſed i in re· 
gard to juſtice, the ſovereign good, 
and the art of government; and 20. 
dig's anſwers always met with univer- 
fal approbation. Some of the aſſem - 
bly cried, how unlucky it is, that fo ; 
ſublime a genius ſhould make fuch af 
ſcurvy figure in the circus! i 


Ix was no other than me, O ye illuſſ 
trious nobles, who had the honour tc 3 
come off victorious from your circus; 
Jam the real owner of the white ar 
mour. The treacherous Lord Ttobady 
now preſent, robbed me of it while 
was aſleep; no doubt imagining, tha” 
998 would do him more honour than IN 
own green one. Unaccoutred as 
am, I am ready, before this auguſt a 74 
ſembly, to give them ocular emol 5 
ſtration of FRY 3 Kill; to engagh®” 


al 


vith the uſurper of the white armour 
| with no other weapon than my ſword, 
(1 


ap; to teſtify that it was no other 
- 


( rercome the brave Prince Hottam. 


14 


u 
te 
us; 


ile! 


& adig ſaluted her Majeſty with his 
1 hi 


ſt a 
mon 


1 gag 


— 


A & ws 


and drefſed only in my mantle and 


han myſelf who had the honour to o- 


— aſſuring himſelf of ſucceſs, 
amediately accepted the challenge; 

ot doubting, but being properly ac- 

ontred with: his helmet, his cuiraſs, 
d his bracelets, he ſhould with the 
PJimoſt facility diſpatch an antagoniſt, 
his mantle and cap, and armed with 
2 ; 
o other weapon than a ſingle ſword. 


rawn ſword, and ſhe beheld him with 
anſport mixed with fear. Itobad 
cewiſe drew his, but paid his compli. 
ents' to nobody. He advanced to- 
ards Zadig, as one whom he thought 
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capable of making but very little reſiſt· 
ance. He imagined that he could ea- I 
ſily cut his antagoniſt to pieces. How- : 
ever, Zadig knew how to parry the I 
blow, by dexterouſly receiving it up- d 
on his fort (as the ſwordſmen call it) la 
by which means Ttobad's ſword was 
apt in two. Upon which Zadig im- Ih 
mediately cloſed his antagoniſt, andſj; 
by his ſuperior ſtrength, as well ago! 
ſkill, threw him flat upon the ground{y 
Then holding the point of his ſword tafſc]: 
the opening of his cuiraſs, he ſhoutedhc 
out, If you do not this moment ſuffeſpy 
_ yourſelf to be ſtripped of your borrowfyi 
0 dreſs, I ſhall immediately put a peſtu 
riod to your life, Itobad, always fur in 
f prized that any diſappointment ſhould, 
attend ſo worthy a man as he himſelſnei 
was, quietly ſuffered the victoriouſeo 
Zadig to diſrobe him of his magnilif 


1 


) 
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| cent helmet, his grand cuiraſs, his coſts 
a- ly bracelets, his ſplendid cuiſſes, or ar. 
v-mour for his thighs, and other war- 
heflike accoutrements. Zadig having 
p- dreſſed himſelf in his now recovered 
iharmour, he immediately went to 4. 
as arte, and fell upon his knees before 
m. her. Cador found no great difficulty 
ndſ in proving that Zadig was the right 
ag owner of the white -armour. The 
whole court therefore unanimoully de- 
clared him King of Babylon; and no- 
body was more tranſported at this hap- 
py. event than Aſtarte, who, after ha- 
ovJving ſuffered ſuch grievous misfor- 
peſſtunes, now enjoyed the pleaſure of ſee- 
{ur ing the man whom ſhe adored univer- 
dul ally approved of, and made the part- 
nc fuer of her royal bed. Iiobad withdrew, 
iouſcontenting himſelf with being called 
nil my Lord in his own family. In a 
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word, Zadig was crowned, Aucdlbechne 
the happieſt of the ſons of Adam. 

Hx now began to refle& on what 
he had heard the angel Jeſrad ſay: nay, 
he reflected ſo far back as the ſtory of 
the Arabian atom of duſt becoming a 
diamond. Aſtarte and he adored che 
divine Providence. Zadig ſuffered 
Mi ſouf to make her conqueſts where 


the could. He diſpatched couriers to 
the Freebooter Ar bog ad, to bring him 


to court, and beſtowec upon him an 
honourable poſt in his army; promi- 
ſing, at the fame time, to promote him 


to the higheſt dignity; but upon this 


expreſs: condition, that he would for 


the future act entirely in the charac- 
ter of a ſoldier of honour; alſo aſſu- 
ring him, that he would puniſh. him 


le 
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ſeverely, if he bade him n yy 
ty of freebooting. | 

| 'A MESSENGER was alſo ſent to the 
deſerts of Arabia, to bring Setoc, with 
his amiable ſpouſe Almona, to Babylon, 
to preſide over the commercial affairs 


of that city. The truſty Cador was ad- 
vanced to a poſt near himſelf, and was 


his favourite miniſter at court, as the 
juſt reward of his paſt ſervices. He 


was, in ſhort, the King's ſincere friend; 


and Zadig was the only ſovereign in 
the world who could boaſt of having 
ſuch an attendant. 
the dwarf's being dumb, he was grate- 


fully remembered. The fiſherman was 
preſented with a very elegant houſe; 
and Orcan was ſentenced, not only to 
pay him a large ſum for baſely detain- 
ing his ſpouſe ; but alſo to reſign her | 
to the proper owner: However, the 
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fiſherman become wiſer by experience, 


all demands. 


ly hated a perſon. with but one eye; he 
did not neglect; nor Azera, notwith- 


ftanding her charitable deſign of cut- 
ting a piece off his noſe; for he made 
them very munificent preſents. The 
envious man, however, died with 


this was the real golden age. Loveſ, 
and juſtice were triumphant through 
the whole empire. Zadig was univer- 
0 fally bleſſed and eſteemed; and he re- 
turned thanks to the Gods for TOR 
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mitigated this ſevere ſentence, and ac- 
cepted of the money Ta in * of 


. . 3 though ſhe inveterate- - 


thame and vexation. The glory of the 
empire was founded. abroad, and peace 
and plenty reigned at home. In a word, 


proved ſo fortunate. 
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